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President's Letter*

In this issue we present a product of the fourth generation of the Adams family.  The
first three generations included the two Adams Presidents and Charles Francis Adams,
the very successful American Minister at the Court of St. James during the Civil War. 
The fourth, and last influential generation consisted of three brothers, Henry, Brooks
and Charles Francis Jr. all of whom partook of the disillusionment with American
political life after the Civil War.  Charles Francis was a railroad President and a
contributor to Chapters of Erie, a denunciation of postwar corruption.  Henry was the
composer of fair-minded histories of the Jefferson and Madison administrations as well
as of what may be the most famous American autobiography.  Brooks Adams wrote
several somber historical works.  Although there were later Adamses, including
Coolidge's Secretary of the Navy and a president of Raytheon Corporation, none left a
great mark after the fourth generation.
 
The document we present here is Brooks Adams' essay on The Legacy of Henry
Adams, part of a collection of Henry's writings published as The Degradation of the
Democratic Dogma. The essay is more about John Quincy Adams than about Henry; it
portrays him as the last of the Federalists and the first of the Whigs, who tried to
industrialize the Upper South and thus forestall the slavery controversy.  It says little
about his abolitionism, portraying him as a martyr to the cause of science as well as a
skeptic about the early manifestations of feminism.  Its appearance here is justified by
the unfamiliarity of Brooks Adams' views. 
 
George W. Liebmann
 
* (This issue of the Advance Sheet contains the final two chapters of the essay.  If you
have not had the opportunity to read the first two chapters you may do so by going to
the Library’s Web Page at www.barlib.org and hovering over the Information button
on the left.  A number of options will appear, including Newsletter which you should
then click.  The final step is to click on the May 13 issue which contains chapters one
and two.  – J.B.)

http://www.barlib.org


Can You Go Home Again?

A friend of mine had such a happy childhood that he would frequently find a reason to
be in the neighborhood where he grew up as well as to go down the street where he had
lived. Although he is a very bright fellow, one who has undoubtedly heard of Thomas
Wolfe, and most likely read at least some of his works, he believes that even if you
can’t go home again, you can at least drive by it.

A few years back my son graduated from college and while many of his classmates
were at the ceremony, he was on a plane headed to Europe to take in the sites. The very
next year his sister would attend her ceremony, but a few days afterward would be on a
plane headed for Oklahoma to enjoy the delights of basic training at Fort Sill. Several
months later, when we attended her graduation from basic training in Oklahoma, I
would experience my own “you can't go home again” moment when I found out that
Grand Funk Railroad would be playing down the street from our hotel at a
casino. They had been a really big deal when I was in high school in the seventies and
the opening of their mega-hit “American Band” is right up there with Deep Purple's
“Smoke on the Water.” Am I starting to sound as though I am back in high school
again? Anyway, my wife finally convinced me that memories, good ones, are best left
where they were.

Now, there are a few places where you can go home again to. One of them is in fact
the Baltimore Bar Library. It was grand when Grand Funk was in its prime, and, it still
is. The elegance that is the Main Reading Room, with the help of a face lift here and
there, as well as a nip and tuck on a few occasions, remains all that it was. In fact,
under the direction of Board President George Liebmann, many rooms have been
renovated, imbuing them with a look of style and sophistication. No lie.

I invite you "home" to the Library not just to take in the sights but to utilize the



collections and databases that are substantial and the very essence of what the Library
is. You might not be able to go home again but at the Library you are going to come as
close as you are likely to ever find.

I look forward to seeing you soon.

    Joe Bennett
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