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​President's Letter

We here present two excerpts from the oral recollections of one of the least currently
fashionable of modern justices, Felix Frankfurter.  Frankfurter, after resisting for more
than a year the Supreme Court's opinion in Baker v. Carr, the initial reapportionment
case, is said to have had a stroke shortly after its rendition.  His dissent predicted the
partisan gerrymandering and political polarization that followed.

His opinions were heavily footnoted and rather academic.  One of his acolytes, Philip
Kurland, gave a just and detached appraisal: "Felix Frankfurter was no scholar but he
was knowledgeable about almost everything... He was not an originator, a discoverer
or a synthesizer. He was a problem-solver and the problems that he solved were real
and not theoretical... [he] trafficked in [the] newest form of power--the trained
intelligence required to govern society",  [favoring] "capitalism--but not state
capitalism."  Kurland noted the spartan observances at C.C.N.Y. and the Harvard Law
School of the centennial of his birth.  "Felix Frankfurter had no crowd during his
lifetime and certainly none has formed since his death" but "to learn what he did is not
to learn what he was."

The excerpts that follow, on the Sacco-Vanzetti Case and the New Deal, illustrate both
his moral courage and his social sophistication.

George W. Liebmann



You Gotta Have Hope

Since last we spent time together, we have sprung forward and are now on the cusp of
Spring itself. Since Hawaii does not observe daylight savings time, my wife and I are
now six hours away from our daughter who is stationed there, as opposed to
five. Funny how significant that feels.  

Within the last few days we have found out that there will be major league baseball in
2022, although we still do not know when Baltimore might return to the major
leagues. In the first power rankings of the year, where each team is rated, the Orioles,
if I can remember correctly, were sixty-fifth out of thirty teams. I have now come to
the conclusion that if I am ever going to see my hometown team return to the World
Series, as it was in six of my first twenty-four years of life, but not at all over the
course of the past thirty-nine, I am going to have to move. 

Still, Spring is a time for hope, even if it seems as though instead of seeing light at the
end of the tunnel we appear to be standing on the edge of a new precipice. Has it
always been this way or is it just that I have become an old man and everything is so
much more magnified?

Well, back to the hope part. For 182 years the Baltimore Bar Library has provided it to
those for whom it had previously not been available. In 1840, it was all the lawyers of
Baltimore, who up until then, had no significant collection of legal materials available
to them. In the years that followed, men and women, including Everett J. Waring and
Etta Haynie Maddox, individuals who had very little reason for hope, found it at the
Bar Library. Today, both members of the Bar and members of the public, in the guise
of pro se litigants, continue to come to the Library in the hope of finding help with their
legal issues.

In the tradition of those that have come before them, the staff of the Library does all
that it can to provide not just services and collections, but hope. I ask for your help in
the way of a membership and/or contribution to further these efforts. Whatever you can
do is much appreciated.



I look forward to seeing you soon.

Joe Bennett

   

In A House Built By Slaves: 
African American Encounters with Abraham Lincoln

On Thursday, March 24, 2022, at 5:00 p.m., Dr. Jonathan White will present a
lecture on his book A House Built By Slaves. The lecture will be presented by way of
Zoom. We invite those that will be watching to participate by contributing their
questions. Zoom is an interactive platform.

Jonathan W. White is associate professor of American Studies at Christopher
Newport University. He is author or editor of twelve books and more than one hundred
articles, essays and reviews about the Civil War. His earlier book, Emancipation, the
Union Army, and the Reelection of Abraham Lincoln, was named a best book of 2014
by Civil War Monitor, was a finalist for both the Gilder-Lehrman Lincoln Prize and
the Jefferson Davis Prize, and won the Abraham Lincoln Institute's 2015 book
prize. Midnight in America: Darkness, Sleep, and Dreams during the Civil War was
named a best book of 2017 by Civil War Monitor. His recent book, Our Little Monitor:
The Greatest Invention of the Civil War, co-authored with Anna Gibson Holloway,
was a finalist for the Indie Book Awards and honorable mention for the John Lyman
Book Award. He is a Distinguished Lecturer for the Organization of American
Historians, and serves on the Boards of Directors of the Abraham Lincoln Institute, the
Abraham Lincoln Association, and The Lincoln Forum. He also serves on the Board of
Advisors of the John L. Nau III Center for Civil War History at the University of
Virginia, the Ford’s Theatre Advisory Council, and the editorial board of the
Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography. In 2019 he won the Outstanding
Faculty Award of the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia, the highest
award given to faculty in the Commonwealth.

“In A House Built By Slaves: African American Encounters with Abraham



Lincoln”

Prior to the Civil War, African Americans were almost entirely excluded from the
White House, other than as servants or slaves. However, during the war, the racial
color line was broken down as African Americans claimed the First Amendment right
to petition the government. For the first time in the history of the United States, they
saw the president as their president and the White House as their people’s
house. Between 1862 and 1865 Lincoln welcomed hundreds of African Americans into
his White House office and at public receptions. This talk will explore the remarkable
story of the relationship that developed between Abraham Lincoln and the black
community during the crucible of the Civil War. 

Previous Bar Library Presentations of Dr. White: “The Emancipation
Proclamation” – A Zoom Presentation (July 30, 2020); "Our Little Monitor: The
Greatest Invention of the Civil War" (February 6, 2019); "Lincoln on Law, Leadership,
and Life" (June 2, 2015); “Lincoln's Dreams" (October 17, 2013) and "The Peculiarly
Insignificant Role of the Supreme Court in the Civil War" (May 10, 2012).

Time: 5:00 p.m., Thursday, March 24, 2022.  

If you would like to join us for this Zoom presentation please send an e-mail to
jwbennett@barlib.org or telephone the Library at 410-727-0280. You will be
forwarded the Zoom link the week of the program.  
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