
 

ADVANCE SHEET – June 20, 2025

             President's Letter

The recent actions of the national administration in asserting a right to intervene in
local political disturbances without an invitation from governors makes it appropriate
to reprint some cautionary words about any such tendency that I voiced 55 years ago. I
shall continue to abstain from expressing in this space my current expressions about
current events. 

The article I wrote then was prompted by a report of a National Commission appointed
by President Johnson whose guiding spirits included Senators Edward Kennedy, John
McClellan, and Roman Hruska. Because my articles were the first expressions of
opposition, I was one of five persons who testified on the first day of the ensuing
Senate hearings along with Governor Pat Brown and Attorney General John Mitchell.
The guiding spirit of the hearings was the Judiciary Committee's staff director, an
unrecognized major figure of the law, Professor G. Robert Blakey of Notre Dame, who
is still alive and who was the principal draftsman of the generally successful and
appropriately restrained federal RICO and wiretapping legislation directed against
organized crime. He later was the staff director of the House Committee
on Assassinations, whose courageous report did not spare the Eisenhower and
Kennedy administrations. 

The Brown Commission's bill was succeeded by somewhat less latitudinarian bills,
Senate Bills 1 and 1400 sponsored by the Senate Committee with the enthusiastic
support of Senator Kennedy and, as to the latter bill, the Nixon Administration. An
omnibus bill passed the Senate with about a dozen dissenting votes but foundered in
the House Judiciary Committee, the leading opponents being Congressman James
Mann of South Carolina and Congresswoman Elizabeth Holtzman of New York, later
District Attorney of Brooklyn, who echoed my opposition to the proposals to greatly
empower magistrates without life tenure. She is still alive and active. The broad bill
ultimately died because of a Senate filibuster led by a Dixiecrat, Senator James
Allen of Alabama, a Republican libertarian, James McClure of Idaho, and Senator Alan
Cranston of California, who had been a newspaper correspondent in Hitler's Germany



and who recalled the supersession of the Prussian police. By then, opposition had
arisen from the business community and civil liberties organizations. Senator Kennedy
was successful in securing enactment of the proposals for a Sentencing Commission,
which produced a Thermidor of inflexible draconian sentences until its wings were
somewhat clipped by opinions of Justice Antonin Scalia invoking the right of jury trial.

I testified before both Senate and House Committees and published several other
articles in various legal publications. Recent developments appear to justify my worst
forebodings. 
 
George W. Liebmann

 

 

























 



Summer in the City

Today is the first day of Summer. Sort of hard for me to say because I had been taught,
and  always thought, that Winter, Spring, Summer and Fall were ruled by the 21s, but
then, as it so  often does, science had to go and ruin everything. I suppose in the land of
pleasant living it does  not really matter a great deal, since everyone knows, Summer
really begins with Memorial Day,  or at least that moment of that weekend when you
stop working and start celebrating. 

There is much that defines Summer, more than any of the other seasons. There are
snow  balls; crabs; melons; Maryland tomatoes; corn on the cob; short sleeve shirts and
seersucker  suits. The weather in Baltimore is “hot and humid with a chance of
afternoon thunder storms” and at least twice a day you hear people say they will never
complain about cold weather again.
 
In the era before air conditioning, Summer was a time when things slowed down
because it  was simply too hot to do anything, especially hold a trial. It is believed by
historians that the  only two trails ever held “back then” in the Summer involved a guy
named Atticus Finch and  another involving William Jennings Bryan, Clarence Darrow
and a monkey, although the record  is somewhat sketchy as to the details of what took
place, just that everyone was issued hand fans  at the courtroom door. 

Now, of course, thanks to Carrier, even in July we can carry on. You can say it’s too
hot to  do anything, but the fact that you are wearing a sweater because the senior
partner likes the  thermostat low, kind of gives you away. So, it has to get done, and a
good place to get it done is  the Baltimore Bar Library. We have everything you need
from the books to the databases, the  majestic rooms and the quiet spaces. Come see
for yourself. It is a place conducive to  achievement, to not just getting it done, but
getting it done right. Besides, it will give you a  chance to take off your sweater. 
 
I look forward to seeing you soon.

Joe Bennett
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