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President's Letter

Frederick Law Olmsted is best known as the landscape architect who designed Central
Park and Prospect Park in New York City, the Biltmore Estate in North Carolina, and
numerous other projects. His firm, continued by his sons, also designed projects in
Baltimore, notably those in Homewood near Johns Hopkins. However, his earlier
career is also notable. From December 1852 to February 1854 he was employed as a
full-time journalist by the New York Daily Times and in that capacity prepared a series
of fifty lengthy articles on conditions in the American South, later collected in A
Journey in the Seaboard Slave States and in volume II of his collected works published
by the Johns Hopkins University Press. After his journalistic career, he became
Executive Director of the United States Sanitary Commission, a precursor of the
American Red Cross, which ran hospitals and provided relief during the American
Civil War. He abhorred slavery, while indulging few illusions about the debased
condition of both the blacks and the poor whites of the South. His all-but-forgotten
writings on this subject earned him a half-chapter in Edmund Wilson’s Patriotic Gore
on the literature of the American Civil War.

During the early part of the War he took a special interest in the blacks of the Sea
Islands off Georgia, whose crops had been seized by the union armies and who
received no compensation other than alms. He expressed his views on this subject in
lengthy interviews with both Secretary of War Edwin Stanton and Secretary of the
Treasury Salmon Chase. Chase he found inattentive; Stanton he later described as “a
bad man, a coward, a bully, and a swindler.” They appointed someone else to oversee
the Sea Islands after thwarting a bill he sponsored. He considered, probably with
reason, that he had “given more thought to the special question of the proper
management of negroes in a state of limbo between slavery and freedom than any one
else in the country.” Broadly, he favored an arrangement that would make them
temporary wards of the national government, which would assure them of bare
subsistence, offer them profitable employment, guard against their persecution, and
most of all, enforce codes of behavior before magistrates. Ultimately, under the
influence of the Radical Republicans, a Freedmen’s Bureau was created discharging
the first and third of these objects but not the second and fourth; it died after a few
years. The regulating of blacks was left to the infamous state Black Codes, operated by
former masters and few incentives were provided to self-sufficiency. 

The most concise and eloquent of Olmsted’s expression of his views is that contained
in a letter to President Lincoln dated March 8, 1862:

“[T]he duty and functions of government with regard to the negroes is included in and
limited by these two propositions:



1. To save the lives of the negroes, except possibly as death may be a natural
punishment of neglect of duty.

2. To train or educate them in a few simple, essential and fundamental social duties of
free men in civilized life: as, first, to obtain each for himself the necessities of life,
independent of charity; second, to regard family obligations; third, to substitute for
subordination to the will of their former owners, submission to Laws–or rules of social
comity with the understanding that these are designed to correspond to the natural laws
of their happiness; fourth, to discriminate between just authority under the laws as
above, and despotic authority–between the duty of obedience to administrators of law
and obedience to masters by might.”

“If the two classes of duties (governmental and charitable) are not absolutely
inconsistent one with another, the exercise of the latter by the same person with the
former will do more to maintain a confusion of ideas which exists in the minds of the
negroes and from which it is a large part of the duty of government as an economic
operation to free them.”

The letter concludes with the following incandescent words, neglected in our time:

“It would be better for the state, and more merciful to the negroes to guillotine them at
once, then to educate them by any means in beggary, distrust of themselves and
cowardly hatred of the first duties of freedom.”

Our leaders still talk of reparations, not a revived Civilian Conservation Corps; of
‘affirmative action’, not serious vocational education.

In his later years, Olmsted, under the influence of a philanthropist Robert Treat Paine,
produced a proposal for ‘outdoor gymnasia’ on vacant city-owned lots that also is still
worthy of attention

We reproduce here the five of his letters from the South included in the Library of
America edition of his works, his letter to President Lincoln, and his memorandum on
outdoor gymnasia

George W. Liebmann
 



 
 

A Look at Peru:
From the Viewpoint of a Prominent Citizen  

On Tuesday, July 12, 2022, at 12:30 p.m., Roberto Zalles of Peru will speak on the
current state of affairs in his country.  The lecture will be by way of Zoom.  

Mr. Zalles will examine the current political/economic situation in Peru and the
prospects for the future.  He will provide a brief summary of the events leading to
present conditions, including a look at Pedro Castillo’s disastrous Administration and
possible outcomes.

Roberto Zalles is currently a Managing Director of  LW Partners, a boutique
investment banking group of companies active throughout Latin America. Mr. Zalles
has over 30 years of experience in financial services focused primarily on the Andean
countries. He has held senior positions at Citibank N.A. and Bear Stearns in New York
during the 1980s and 1990s. More recently he ran his own financial consulting firm in
Peru providing advisory services to major U.S. investment banks and regional
corporations and has served on the Boards of Directors of several companies in the
region. Mr. Zalles has also been active in the mining industry where he was Director
and President of the Comsur/Minera Group, owner and operator of several tin, gold,
zinc, silver and lead mines in Bolivia and Argentina. Mr. Zalles holds a degree in
Economics from Yale University.

Moderator: The moderator for the program will be George W. Liebmann, Esquire,
President of the Library Company of the Baltimore Bar.  Mr. Liebmann is the author
of numerous books, articles and commentaries on a myriad of subjects related to
government and political processes as well as a former classmate of Mr. Zalles. 

Upcoming Presentation: Later this summer the Library will be hosting a companion
program when the speaker will be Mr. Mario Adler of Brazil.  The focus of his
presentation will be the present and future Presidents of Brazil and what has currently
been taking place there: in particular, crises such as Covid-19, underemployment and
hunger and how all of it has been handled by the government. 

Time: 12:30 p.m., Tuesday, July 12, 2022.



R.S.V.P.: If you would like to attend telephone the Library at 410-727-0280 or reply
by e-mail to jwbennett@barlib.org.  

A Country Worth Fighting For
 

A friend of mine said the other day that “This was not their country anymore.” You
hear so many people say it today, those of all ages and ideologies.  It seems to be the
new infectious disease of the day.  I tried to remember back, during my sixty-three
years and my reading of history, to whether it has always been this way or whether it is
a relatively recent phenomenon.  Of course between 1861 and 1865 the Southern States
were adamant about the point, that it was not their country, while the States of the
North were just as adamant that it was.  Now, elections, court decisions, crime, police
misconduct, everything seems to have the potential to produce those magic words “this
is not my country anymore.”    
 
I remember when our children got married, those bittersweet days when you lose a son
or daughter, but also, in a very real sense, gain a son or daughter.  We would always
tell them that with the good there would be a large measure of bad.  If what you have is
good though, you have to fight for it, and remember that it is truly in “good times and
in bad.”  
 
For myself, it always has been and always will be “my country, right or wrong.”  This
is not to say, however, that you should do nothing about what you perceive to be a
wrong or an injustice.  From abolitionists, to suffragettes, to freedom riders, Americans
throughout the history of this nation have taken action not because it was not their
country, but because it was, and they wanted to make it a better place.  We should all
be grateful for what they did and the selfless manner in which they did it.
 
Throughout the history of this country, or at least a very large portion of it, 1840 to be
exact, there has been the Bar Library.  Through bust and boom, very bad times to very
good, there has been the Bar Library.  It exists not on its own, not for itself, but
because of, and for, all of you.  I ask for your continued support by way of
memberships and any and all other support you might be able to give the Library, to let
it continue to do what it has done over the course of the past 182 years.  
 
Thank you and I look forward to seeing you soon.
 

    Joe Bennett
       

mailto:jwbennett@barlib.org
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