ADVANCE SHEET — July 8, 2022

President's Letter

Frederick Law Olmsted is best known as the landscape architect who designed Central
Park and Prospect Park in New York City, the Biltmore Estate in North Carolina, and
numerous other projects. His firm, continued by his sons, also designed projects in
Baltimore, notably those in Homewood near Johns Hopkins. However, his earlier
career is also notable. From December 1852 to February 1854 he was employed as a
full-time journalist by the New York Daily Times and in that capacity prepared a series
of fifty lengthy articles on conditions in the American South, later collected in 4
Journey in the Seaboard Slave States and in volume II of his collected works published
by the Johns Hopkins University Press. After his journalistic career, he became
Executive Director of the United States Sanitary Commission, a precursor of the
American Red Cross, which ran hospitals and provided relief during the American
Civil War. He abhorred slavery, while indulging few illusions about the debased
condition of both the blacks and the poor whites of the South. His all-but-forgotten
writings on this subject earned him a half-chapter in Edmund Wilson’s Patriotic Gore
on the literature of the American Civil War.

During the early part of the War he took a special interest in the blacks of the Sea
Islands off Georgia, whose crops had been seized by the union armies and who
received no compensation other than alms. He expressed his views on this subject in
lengthy interviews with both Secretary of War Edwin Stanton and Secretary of the
Treasury Salmon Chase. Chase he found inattentive; Stanton he later described as “a
bad man, a coward, a bully, and a swindler.” They appointed someone else to oversee
the Sea Islands after thwarting a bill he sponsored. He considered, probably with
reason, that he had “given more thought to the special question of the proper
management of negroes in a state of limbo between slavery and freedom than any one
else in the country.” Broadly, he favored an arrangement that would make them
temporary wards of the national government, which would assure them of bare
subsistence, offer them profitable employment, guard against their persecution, and
most of all, enforce codes of behavior before magistrates. Ultimately, under the
influence of the Radical Republicans, a Freedmen’s Bureau was created discharging
the first and third of these objects but not the second and fourth; it died after a few
years. The regulating of blacks was left to the infamous state Black Codes, operated by
former masters and few incentives were provided to self-sufficiency.

The most concise and eloquent of Olmsted’s expression of his views is that contained
in a letter to President Lincoln dated March 8, 1862:

“[TThe duty and functions of government with regard to the negroes is included in and
limited by these two propositions:



1. To save the lives of the negroes, except possibly as death may be a natural
punishment of neglect of duty.

2. To train or educate them in a few simple, essential and fundamental social duties of
free men in civilized life: as, first, to obtain each for himself the necessities of life,
independent of charity; second, to regard family obligations; third, to substitute for
subordination to the will of their former owners, submission to Laws—or rules of social
comity with the understanding that these are designed to correspond to the natural laws
of their happiness; fourth, to discriminate between just authority under the laws as
above, and despotic authority—between the duty of obedience to administrators of law
and obedience to masters by might.”

“If the two classes of duties (governmental and charitable) are not absolutely
inconsistent one with another, the exercise of the latter by the same person with the
former will do more to maintain a confusion of ideas which exists in the minds of the
negroes and from which it is a large part of the duty of government as an economic
operation to free them.”

The letter concludes with the following incandescent words, neglected in our time:

“It would be better for the state, and more merciful to the negroes to guillotine them at
once, then to educate them by any means in beggary, distrust of themselves and
cowardly hatred of the first duties of freedom.”

Our leaders still talk of reparations, not a revived Civilian Conservation Corps; of
‘affirmative action’, not serious vocational education.

In his later years, Olmsted, under the influence of a philanthropist Robert Treat Paine,
produced a proposal for ‘outdoor gymnasia’ on vacant city-owned lots that also is still
worthy of attention

We reproduce here the five of his letters from the South included in the Library of
America edition of his works, his letter to President Lincoln, and his memorandum on
outdoor gymnasia

George W. Liebmann
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A Look at Peru:

From the Viewpoint of a Prominent Citizen

On Tuesday, July 12, 2022, at 12:30 p.m., Roberto Zalles of Peru will speak on the
current state of affairs in his country. The lecture will be by way of Zoom.

Mr. Zalles will examine the current political/economic situation in Peru and the
prospects for the future. He will provide a brief summary of the events leading to
present conditions, including a look at Pedro Castillo’s disastrous Administration and
possible outcomes.

Roberto Zalles is currently a Managing Director of LW Partners, a boutique
investment banking group of companies active throughout Latin America. Mr. Zalles
has over 30 years of experience in financial services focused primarily on the Andean
countries. He has held senior positions at Citibank N.A. and Bear Stearns in New York
during the 1980s and 1990s. More recently he ran his own financial consulting firm in
Peru providing advisory services to major U.S. investment banks and regional
corporations and has served on the Boards of Directors of several companies in the
region. Mr. Zalles has also been active in the mining industry where he was Director
and President of the Comsur/Minera Group, owner and operator of several tin, gold,
zinc, silver and lead mines in Bolivia and Argentina. Mr. Zalles holds a degree in
Economics from Yale University.

Moderator: The moderator for the program will be George W. Liebmann, Esquire,
President of the Library Company of the Baltimore Bar. Mr. Liebmann is the author
of numerous books, articles and commentaries on a myriad of subjects related to
government and political processes as well as a former classmate of Mr. Zalles.

Upcoming Presentation: Later this summer the Library will be hosting a companion
program when the speaker will be Mr. Mario Adler of Brazil. The focus of his
presentation will be the present and future Presidents of Brazil and what has currently
been taking place there: in particular, crises such as Covid-19, underemployment and
hunger and how all of it has been handled by the government.

Time: 12:30 p.m., Tuesday, July 12, 2022.



R.S.V.P.: If you would like to attend telephone the Library at 410-727-0280 or reply
by e-mail to jwbennett@barlib.org.

A Country Worth Fighting For

A friend of mine said the other day that “This was not their country anymore.” You
hear so many people say it today, those of all ages and ideologies. It seems to be the
new infectious disease of the day. I tried to remember back, during my sixty-three
years and my reading of history, to whether it has always been this way or whether it is
a relatively recent phenomenon. Of course between 1861 and 1865 the Southern States
were adamant about the point, that it was not their country, while the States of the
North were just as adamant that it was. Now, elections, court decisions, crime, police
misconduct, everything seems to have the potential to produce those magic words “this
is not my country anymore.”

I remember when our children got married, those bittersweet days when you lose a son
or daughter, but also, in a very real sense, gain a son or daughter. We would always
tell them that with the good there would be a large measure of bad. If what you have is
good though, you have to fight for it, and remember that it is truly in “good times and
in bad.”

For myself, it always has been and always will be “my country, right or wrong.” This
is not to say, however, that you should do nothing about what you perceive to be a
wrong or an injustice. From abolitionists, to suffragettes, to freedom riders, Americans
throughout the history of this nation have taken action not because it was not their
country, but because it was, and they wanted to make it a better place. We should all
be grateful for what they did and the selfless manner in which they did it.

Throughout the history of this country, or at least a very large portion of it, 1840 to be
exact, there has been the Bar Library. Through bust and boom, very bad times to very
good, there has been the Bar Library. It exists not on its own, not for itself, but
because of, and for, all of you. I ask for your continued support by way of
memberships and any and all other support you might be able to give the Library, to let
it continue to do what it has done over the course of the past 182 years.

Thank you and I look forward to seeing you soon.

Joe Bennett


mailto:jwbennett@barlib.org
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“THIS BEGGARLY FARMING™: MARCH 1853
The South

LETTERS ON THE PRODUCTIONS, INDUSTRY AND
RESOQURCES OF THE SOUTHERXN STATES

MUMBER SEVEN

The Connection of Slavery with Agricultural Prosperity in
Virginia—Discussion of the Comparative Value of Free and Slave
Labor—"The Amount Accomplished in a Day by a Slave and by a
Free Laborer Compared—Labor and Wealth—The Humiliating
Position of Virginia—Its Probable Cause.

To the Editor of the New-York Daily Times:

I did not intend when I commenced writing these letters to
give much attention to the subject of Slavery; but the truth is,
the character of the whole agriculture of the country depends
upon it. In every department of industry I see its influence,
vitally affecting the question of profit, and I must add that
evervwhere, and constantly, the conviction is forced upon me,
to a degree entirely unantcipated, that its effect is universally
ruinous. My first impression upon crossing the country was,
thar to account for the general superior prosperiry asserted of
the North, we need go no further than to examine the soil; the
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main source of wealth at the South being agriculture, no cheap-
ness of labor could make profitable the culrure of such poor soil
as that which at first fell under my observation. It did, indeed,
oceur to me that only by the low value of slave labor, could such
land have been so long retained in cultivation. Would you think
it possible that a man could live by cultivating ground that only
produced three bushels of wheat to the acre? The very slightest
possible cultivation of the soil, and the mere seed and sowing of
it without the slightest tillage, would cost a northern farmer as
much as the value of the crop. Such crops are common in Vir-
ginia. | do not exaggerate in saying so. 1 have heard of repeated
instances where the crop of a whole, large plantation was not
aver three bushels to the acre! Without asserting, as, however,
[ am much inclined to think, and as many Virginians contess
to me they are themselves convinced, that the system of slavery
is responsible, by its enervating effects upon the minds of the
superior race, for this beggarly farming; there is not room for
the shadow of a doubt across my mind, that slave labor makes
the cost of cultivating such lands greater, and the profit (1] less,
than it would be under free labor.

Bur the soils trom which I derived the impression I have
spoken of, are by no means to be taken as a criterion of the
ordinary lands of this country; 1 have since seen large tracts
of as fine wheat land, deep and rich upland of clavey loam;
or alluvial meadows of the best description of soil for general
cropping, that [ ever saw in any country, and even on the same
old pinev land—or worn out tobacco fields—under a system of
agriculture of moderate enterprise and skill, I have found that
fair crops of all sorts can be made. And under free labor, and the
direction of men exercising the ordinary intelligence and skill
applied to Northern farms, I am wholly convinced that there is
not in all the Northern States, or in all of Furope, a district of
country where the business of farming would be so profitable,
as in Eastern Virginia. [ shall hereafter discuss the inducements
offered under present circumstances to emigration. As to the
capability of the soil, I heard this morning that a Northern
man last vear purchased a farm in Southern Virginia, bura few
miles from a railroad, and but twenty from a seaport, for which
he paid $3 an acre. It had not ordinarily produced whear at the
rate of five bushels the acre, and had never been plowed over
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four inches in depth; upon which, by plowing eight inches,
turning up not only virgin soil, but clay to mix with the sand of
the surface, and applying 150 barrels of guano, costing $3.75 to
the acre, he obtained a crop averaging twenty bushels an acre,
and from which he realized much more than sufficient money
to pay for the cost of the land it grew upon, and the expense
of growing it. I have seen land of a similar description, which
has been sold, with its improvements, during the last year, for
$2.25 an acre.

As I may hereafter wish sometimes to assume the superior
cheapness or economy of free labor, I will in addition to the
reasons I have before given for it, state here a few more.

I have compared notes with several farmers, planters and
manufacturers, capitalists and contractors, and I arrive at the
conclusion to which they have without one exception con-
ceded, that the wages of laborers, measuring them merely by
power of muscle, or brute force, without regard to cnergy or
will, are at this time at least 25 per cent. higher in Eastern Vir
ginia, than in the State of New-York.

In addition to dus difference there is to be deducted from
the profit of the slave the loss of time occasioned by his sickness
(or absence from any cause ); which loss does not fall upon the
proprictor under the free labor system, and the tempration to
counterfeit which is not offered to the laborer. The loss of this
o the slave farmer 15 of various consequence, somcetimes small,
often excessively embarrassing, always a subject of anxiety and
suspicion. A farmer told me for the purpose of showing me
the weakness of the family tic and the promiscuous intercourse
among slaves, that having allowed one of his men, a mechanic,
to work some time in a shipvard at a city, soon after his return,
and at a ime when he was pressed for labor, he suddenly found
rwelve hands, male and female, and all of them married parties,
laid up with a disgusting discase, and was obliged to procure,
at a great expense, a physician to come from town twice a week
to examine the whole force, to prevent its spread among them.
After all, an old “nigger doctor,” a slave in the neighborhood,
was more successful in curing them with an empirical remedy,
than the regular practitioner, 1 mention this as indicating that
this complaint is not unfrequent among them. A decoction of
pinc leaves is one of the negro remedics,
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As to sham-sickness or “plaving "possumn™ I heard much com-
plaint of it, and it is said to be nearly as hard to treat negroes in
sickness as it is children, because they use their imagination so
much, greatly puzzle the doctors by lying as to their symptoms,
and from their neglect or refusal to rake the remedies left for
them. They will gencrally conceal pills in their mouth, declare
they have swallowed them, and it is only discovered that they
have not by their failing to have any effect. This is a general
customn, but probably arose from the fact that unless very dis-
agrecably ill they are loth to recover from that which exempts
them from labor,

Amusing incidents illustrating this difficulty T have heard,
showing that the slave rather enjoys gerting a severe wound that
lays him up. He has his hand smashed by accident, and savs:
“Rless de Lord—de hand b’long to massa. I don’t reckon I'se
got no more corn to hoe dis year, for sartin.”

On the other hand the suspicion that when a hand complains
he is “playing "possum™ and the refusal o allow him o “knock
off” often aggravates what might be otherwisc a slight and
temporary indisposition, into a long and serious illness, From
this reason, the labor of women on a plantation, as a large
planter assured me, “actually does not pay for their saft.” After
they get to the “breeding age™ they do no more work of any
account. “They are forever complaining of ‘irregulanities.” They
don’t come to the field, and you ask what’s the matter, and the
old nurse always nods her head and says, ‘Oh, she’s not well,
sir: she’s not fit to work, sir,—and vou have to take her word
for it.”

I believe that the slaves are generally very kindly and consid-
erately treated in sickness, but the profit of slave labor is all the
less from this, from the encouragement to the slave to make
the most of sickness and so to withdraw his labor and be a mere
“bill of expense™ to his master.

Then the slaves sometimes #efise to labor, or “balk,” from
mere “rascality” which, as I have before shown, is sufficiently
common and inexplicable as to be considered a disease. They
are then inconceivably stubborn, and can barely be dnven to
work by the lash, and in no way restrained from recklessly or
malevolently doing much injury to their master’s property.

“How do yor manage, then, when a man misbehaves, or is
sick:™ T have been asked at this point of the discussion.
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“If he 1s sick, T simply charge against him every half day of
the time he is off work, and deduct it from his wages. If he 15
careless, or refuses to do what in reason I demand of him, |
discharge him, paving him wages to the time he leaves. With
new men in whom I have not confidence, 1 make a wntten
agreement, before witnesses, on engaging them, that will per-
mit me to do this. As for *rascality, 1 never had but one case of
anything approaching to what you call so. A man contradicted
me in the ficld; I rold him to leave his job and go to the house,
took hold and finished it myself, then went to the house, made
out a written statement of account, counted out the balance
in money duc him, gave him the statement and the money,
and told him he must go, and had not another word with him.
I've no doubt he was a good and respectful man to his next
cmployer.”

The slave master, in case he inds he has a “tartar™ on his
hands, has no remedy, if he has hired him, bur to ask a deduc
tion of what he has paid from his owner, on the same ground
that you would it you had hired a vicious horse, and instead of
helping vou on vour journcy he had broken vour leg; or, if he
is an owner, to s him “to go South.”

That the slaves have to be *humored™ a great deal, and often
cannot be made 1o do their master’s will, is very evident,—1 do
not think they will do from fear nearly as much as Northern
laborers will simply from respect to their contract or regard
to their duty. The gentleman I before spoke of as employing
white laborers on a farm, had been especially struck with this.
A dam had given way, and it was necessary to do a good deal
of work very promptly in the water. He was greatly surprised to
find how much more readily than negroes his white men would
obey his orders, jumping into the water waist deep in the midst
of winter without the slightest hesitation or grumbling. He
had noticed the same on all emergencies, when it was desirable
to work lare at night, &c., or to do any very disagrecable job.
A farmer in England told me that he had once, in a very bad
harvest season, had laborers at work without a wink of sleep
for sixty hours, himself heading them, and eating and drinking
with them.

Finally, to come to the point of the amount of work which
will be done under the Northern and the Southern system. [
regret that I cannot ger more exact data here, The only close
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observation of the work done in a day by slaves that can be fairly
compared with that by free laborers, that I have been able to
obtain, was made by Mr. T. R. Griscom, of Petersburg; a man
remarkable for the accuracy and preciseness of his information
on all subjects. I was recommended to call upon him, as a man
passessing very intimate knowledge with regard to the agricul-
ture of the district in which he lives, by as strong a pro-Slavery
man as [ have met. He formerly resided in New-Jersey, and has
had the superintendence of very extensive and varied agricul-
tural operations in Virginia.

He tells me he once very carefully observed how much labor
was expended in securing a crop of very thin wheat, and found
that it took four negroes one day to cradle, rake, and bind one
acre. (That is, this was the rate at which the field was harvested. )
In the wheat-growing districts of Western New-York, four men
would be expected to do five acres of a similar crop.

Mr. Griscom further states, as his opinion, that four ncgroes
do not, in the ordinary agricultural operations of this State,
accomplish as much as one laborer in New-Jersey. Upon my
expressing my astonishment, he repeated it, as his deliberately
formed opinion.

I have since, again called on Mr. Griscom, and obtained per-
mission to give his name with the above statement. He also
wishes me to add, that the ordinary waste in harvesting, by
the carelessness of the negroes, above that which occurs in the
hands of Northern laborers, is large enough to equal what a
Northern farmer would consider a satisfactory profit on the
crop.

I do not think there is a man in Virginia whose information
on this point would be more reliable or whose opinion would
he formed with less prejudice to cither side and is entitled to
greater respect than Mr. Griscom’s,

I have at second hand the result of the experience of another
man who has superintended extended labors of a similar char-
acter, both at the North and in Virginia, which precisely agrees
with Mr. Griscom’s. I am not able now to see him and obtain
the facts directly, but have been promised a statement of them
by him in writing.

In a late article by T1. M. Brackenridge, in the National Intei-
ligencer, copied in the New-York Times of Dec. 29, reproving
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the spirit of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, and contaming many very sen-
sible observations on Slavery, the result, the wrnter says, of ten
vears observation and much reflection, it is stated thar “the
day’s labor of the slave is notoriously not more than half that
of the white man; and if left to himself (it would be) not more
than half that.”

Another genteman here, who formerly resided in Connecti-
cut, told me that he believed that a Northern laborer would
finish a negro’s day’s work by 11 o'clock in the forenoon.

I have stated that I had met no farmer that was not convinced
of the superior economy of free-labor (if the slaves were not on
their hands and in some way to be provided for), but few how-
ever are willing to concede or can believe the difference to be
as great as the above opinions would indicate. On mentioning
them to one, he remarked, that although the four men might
not have done more than at the rate of an acre a day, it must
have been because they were not well driven. He thought that if
driven hard enough, threatened with punishment, and prnighed
if necessary, they would do as much work as it was possible for
any white man to do. The same man, however, has told me that
slaves were very rarely punished—he thought not more than ap-
prentices were at the North—that the driving was almost always
left to overseers, who were the laziest and most inefficient dogs
in the world—frequently not worth half so much as the slaves
they pretended to manage—and that the wages of an overseer
were often not more than half as much as one of the negroes
put under his control could be hired out for.

A planter on the coast, whom I asked to cxamine these state-
ments, and my conclusions with regard to this subject, that
he might, if he could, refute them, or give me any facts ot an
opposite character, replied: “Why, I have no doubt you are
right, Sir; in general, a slave does not do half the work he easily
might, and which, by being harsh enough with him, he can be
made to do. When [ came into possession of my plantatuon, I
found the overseer was good for nothing, and I soon told him
I had no further occasion for his services, and [ went to dniving
the negroes myself. In the morning, when I went out one of
them came up to me sayving, ‘*Well, massa, what’ll you hab me
go at dis mornin’?” *Well, ole man,’ said I, *you may go to the
swamps and cut wood.” ‘Well, massa; said he, *s’pose you wants
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me to do kordins we's been use to doin” here: ebery niggar cut
a cord o” wood a day” ‘A cord! that’s what you have been used
to doing, is it?" said L. “Yes, massa, dat’s wot dey always makes
a niggar do roun” heah—a cord a day, dat’s allers de job.’ “Well,
now, ole man, said I, ‘vou go and cut me two cords to-day’
‘Oh, massa! two cords! Nobody couldn do dat. Oh! massa, dat’s
o0 hard! Nebber heard nobody’s cutrin’ more 'n a cord in a
day rour’ heah. No niggar couldn do it “Well, ole man, vou
have two cords of wood cut to-night, or to-morrow morning
vou shall get two hundred lashes. Now, go off and be about it
And he did it, and ever since no negro has ever cut less than
rwo cords a day for me, though my neighbors never get but one
cord. Tt was just so with a grcat many other things—mauling
rails—1 always have twice as many rails mauled in a day as it is
the custom of the country to expect of a negro, and just twice
as many as my negroes always had been made to do before I
managed them myself.”

Allowing that the opinions of the practical men who have
had experience at the North and the South, that I have given,
somewhat exaggerate the difference in the amount of work ac-
complished by a slave and a Northern free laborer (though I
did not give them because they were extreme, but because they
were the only exact statements that I could obtain}—allowing
that I have been unfortunate in this way, and that a longer resi-
dence in the State would give me information that would much
modify these estimates, there stll remains, beyond a doubt,
a very great loss in using the labor of the slave. These state-
ments would make the loss berween three and four hundred
per cent. Now although they were the calculations and deliber-
ate estimates of men who had enjoved a liberal education, and
who had unusual facilities for observing both at the North and
South—men who employ slaves, and who sustain Southern
opinions on the political questions arising from slavery—I am
not disposed to insist upon full credit for them. Cut them down
ane-half, and we still have a loss of nearly one bundred per cent.
Even if you will have them to be urterly mistaken, and calculate
that the slaves accomplish equally as much—man for man—as
Irishmen under wages contract, yet consider how large a sum
would pav for clothes, time lost by sickness or otherwise—five
or more additional holidays, which custom gives them, and for
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all that they pilfer or damage and destroy through carelessness,
improvidence, recklessness and rascality!

Can there be a reasonable doubt that the State of Virginia
loses fifty per cent, on the cost of labor, in employing slaves in
preference to freemen!

Suppose that half the cost of a crop is expended in the human
labor given to it, the profits of the farmers of Virginia would
then be increased 25 per cent. per annum, if they could substi-
tute the labor of freemen for that of slaves.

Labor is the creator of wealth. There can be no honest
wealth, no true prosperity without it, and in exact proportion
to the economy of labor is the cost of production and the ac-
cumulation of profit.

Bemembering this, I cannot but ask the people of Virginia to
read again the facts that follow, which I extract from the leading
article of the Richmond Enguirer of this date ( Dec, 29), and seni-
ously and candidly reflect for themselves with regard to them.

Virginia, anterior to the Revolution and up to the adoption of
the Federal Constitution, contained more wealth and a larger
population than other States of this Confederacy.

Virginia, from being first in point of wealth and political power,
has come down to the fifth in the former, and the fourth in the
latter. New-York, Pennsvlvania, Massachuserts and Ohio stand
above her in wealth, and all, but Massachusetts, in population
and polincal power. Three of these States are hiterally chequered
over with Railroads and canals, and the fourth (Massachusetts)
with Railroads alone.

But when we find that the population of the single city of
New-York and its environs exceeds the whole free population
of Eastern Virginia, and the valley berween the Blue Ridge and
Alleghany, we have cause to feel deeply for our situation. Phila-
delphia herself contains a population far greater than the whole
free population of Eastern Virginia.

—The little State of Massachusetts has an aggregate wealth
exceeding that of Virginia by more than one hundred and twenty-
six millions of dollars—a State, too, which is incapable of subsist
ing its inhabitants from the production of its soil. And New-York,
which was as much below Massachusetts, at the adoption of the
Federal Consatunon, in wealth and power, as the latter was below
Virginia, now exceeds the wealth of both, While the aggregate
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wealth of New-York, in 1850, amounted to $1,080,300.216, thar
of Virginia was $4.36,701,082—a difference in favor of the former
of $643.608.134. The unwrought mineral wealth of Virginia ex-
ceeds that of New-York. The climate and soil are berrer; the back
country, with equal improvements, would contribute as much.

All true, and facts and conrtrasts more striking and far more
humiliating might have been shown you, Why be driven by
fapaticism and bigotry to shut your eves to the most simple and
evident cxplanation of them?

I shall next show why it is not possible for any single farmer
or manufacturer to relieve himself of his proportion of this tax
to support slavery and increase his products and profits in a
corresponding ratio, and make it evident that only by the gen-
eral action of the people, their “commercial vassalage™ can be
remedicd.

EREE LAROR AND SLAVE LABOR: MARCH 1853
The South

LETTERS ON THE PRODUCTIONS, INDUSTRY AND
RESQURCES OF THE SOUTHERN STATES

NUMBER EIGHI

Why Free Labor is Not More Profitable than Slave Labor, Now,
in Virginia—1be Difficult Question of Disposing of the Slaver—
Their Condition—The Condition of the Free Blacks at the South.

To the Edivor of the New-York Daily Times

Tn my last, it was made to appear that the cost of employing
Slave labor in Virginia over free labor in New-York, was equal
to an addition of one dollar to every dollar now expended for
labor. This loss, be it remembered, is not a loss merely to the
employer, bur is a loss to the whole body politic—an abstrac-
rion from the general wealth of Virginia, of the Unired States,
and of the world.

And it by no means follows, that, by disposing of his slaves,
as things are at present, and hiring free laborers, any farmer in
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Virginia can make a saving of 100 per cent. The principle of de-
mand and supply here comes in. The labarer thar, in New-York,
gives a certain amount of exertion for a certain price, soon finds
that for that price here a less amount of work is customarily
expected. He adopts slave habits of labor—he suits his wares to
the market. He sees that the capitalists of Virginia give a high
price for a poor article—he furnishes the poor article. But there
are also other laws, besides this of demand and supply, that affect
this matrer,

“Man is a social being.” The large amount of labor performed
in Virginia 15 and long has been done by negroes, The negroes
are a degraded people; degraded not merely by position, but
actually immoral, low-lived; without healthy ambiton, but little
influenced by high moral considerations, and in regard to labor
not at all affected by regard for dury. This is always recognized,
and debasing fear, not cheering hope, is in general allowed to be
the only stimulant to exertion. A capitalist was having a building
erected in Petersburg, and his slaves were emploved in carry-
ing up the brick and mortar for the masons on their heads; a
Northern man standing near remarked to him thart they moved
so indolently it seemed as if they were trving to see how long
thev could be in mounting the ladder without actually stopping,.
The builder started to reprove them, but after moving a step
turned back and said, “It would only make them move more
slowly still when | am not looking at them, it | should hurry
them now—and what motive have thev to do better? It’s no
concern of theirs how long the masons wait. | am sure it | was
in their place 1 shouldn™ move as fast as they do.”

Mow let the white laborer come here from the North or
from Europe; his nature demands a social life; shall he associate
with the poor, slavish, degraded, low-lived, despised, unam-
bitious negro, with whom labor and punishment are almost
synonvmous, or shall he be the fnend and companion of the
white man in whose mind labor 1s associated with no ideas of
dutv, responsibility, comfort, luxury, cultovation or elevation
and expansion either of mind or estate—as it is, where the ordi-
nary laborer 13 a free man, free to use his labor as a means of
obtaining all these and all clse that is to be respected, honored
or envied in the world?

Associating with either or both is it possible that he wall not
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be demoralized, hate labor, give as little of it for his hire as he
can, hecome base, cowardly, faithless—*“worse than a rmgger.”

I ask you, Virgintans, if this is not so if vou do not know
it to be so? Is not this a simple, reasonable, satisfactory expla-
nation of those failures in the substirution of free laborers for
slaves to which you are in the habit of referring as setdling this
gqueston?

See vou not that it is Slavery still, thar, like the ship-worm, is
noiselessly and impercepribly ever opening the leaks by which
your state, the greatest of all, the vanguard of the fleer, rolls
helplessly water-logged far astern of all?

Nine out of ten of the thinking men of Virginia are so con-
vinced, and whisper among themselves, what is to be done?
And the rest of the crew double-shot the starboard battery, and
loudly threaten what they will doif we of the North don't mind
our business, and quit advising and pitying them, and send back
the rats that swim away from them.

Well, it’s all very true that we can't help them, and that our at-
rempts to do so only embarrass them, and that we have among
us plenty of bad and more weak and foolish people that would
do better to mind their own business and leave them to their
fate: that we have beams enough in our own eyes; that the
condition of some of our laborers is bad, as bad as theirs, worsc
than theirs: thar this shows a rottenncss in the planks of our
system which we would do well to probe and study to mend.
I am convinced of it all—the more so, the more sadly and car-
nestly so, for what I see here. There is wrong in both systems.
Too much competition and self-secking in our labor as there
is too little in theirs. They prove it to me; I thank them for it;
they cannot object if I, with no unkind or invidious purpose,
frankly describe the nature of the evils they themsclves have to
deal with.

And they must understand that we have an interest and a
cerrain responsibility in whatever of evil belongs to them, as
we have in all that concerns the human family, That with a
fair understanding of the nature of this evil, and of all its rela-
rions, we shall find that we have lirtle or nothing to do about
it ourselves, but to quietly wait and pray, for them in wisdom
to move, is not improbable; and [ hope and believe, thar what
I shall have occasion to write in regard to it, will favor such an
understanding,.



THE SOUTH NO. § 67

A proper appreciation of the difficulties that embarrass the
people of the South in connection with the subject of Slavery,
that lie in the way of any action favorable to even the ameliora-
ton of the condition of the slave by the action of law, would do
more to restore friendly feeling and confidence between the two
great sections of our country, than all the compromise measures
that could be contrived, however strictly and conscientiously
carried out. Only let it be known at the North in addition to
a slight appreciation of these difficulties, thar there was a gen-
eral disposition to boldly, manfully, look them in the face, and
to deal with them in a broad, Statesmanlike and Christianlike
spirit, and the fanaticism of Abolition is dead and buned.

Onlv let the North show a disposition in future to regard the
subyect of Slavery as one over winch she has no control, let indig-
nation be quieted and murned ro the injustice, and barbarism
in her midst, let fierce denunciation and exciting appeals and
even senselessly unpractcal counsels be silenced, and [ rejoice
to stare my convictoen thar in Virginia ar least, hosts of grear,
good, and talented men, are all ready and earnestly purposed
to give themselves with all their energies to the mightv rask.

Even the men who have no concern above dollars and cents
are well convinced this day, and it 18 commonly calculated
among them, thar if the Slaves could be quietly removed from
their limits, the Stare would fill up so rapidly with free-men,
and its sources of wealth would be so much more speedily and
cconomically developed, that in five years’ time the increase in
the value of all real estate would more than pay for the value
that the Slaves are now reckoned by their masters to be worth.

[ am ready to give it as my present opinion, after whae I have
seen already of Slavery, that the African race whether it has been
elevated or degraded by subjecuon o the whites of the South,
15 in many respects, and shows itself in the majority of instances
to be, happier, intellectually, morally and physically, in Slavery
than in what passes at the South under the name of Freedom,
and that almost is the only freedom that it is practicable at pres-
ent to be permitted to it.

Slavery in Virginia, up 1o the present time, however it has
improved the general character and circumstances of the race
of miscrable black barbarians that several generations since were
introduced here, has done nothing to prepare it, and is yet doing
nothing to prepare it, for the free and enlightened exercise of
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individual independence and responsibilicy. THEREFORE, is
Slavery the greatest sin and shame upon any nation or people
on God’s carth. The slavcholders say that we and others, by
our impracticable interference, are responsible for this sin and
shame. Let God judge, and let us keep silence.

[ wish now to give vou some idea of the condition of the freed
blacks at the South; in Virginia. I shall incidentally refer to the
condition of those at the North.

In one county of Virginia, a few vears ago, an inventory and
estimate of the value of the property of all the free blacks was
made by order of the magistracy. With one exception the high-
est value placed upon the property of an individual was two
dollars and a half ($2.50.) The person excepted owned one
hundred and fifty acres of land, a cabin upon it, a mule and
some implements. He had a family, including only his wife and
children, of nine. Of provisions for their support, there were In
the house, at the time of the visit of the appraisers, a peck and
a half of Indian meal and part of a herring. The man was then
absent to purchase some more meal, but had no money, and
was to give his promise to pay in wood, which he was to cut
from his farm. And this was in Winter,

This shows their general poverty, That this poverty is not the
result of want of facilities or security for accumulating property,
is proved by the exceptional instances of considerable wealth
existing among them. An account of the death of a free col-
ored man who devised by will property to the amount of thirty
thousand dollars, has been lately in the newspapers, [ have
ascertzined the general accuracy of the narration though one
somewhat important circumstance was omitted. It was stated
that the man preferred that his children should continue in the
condition of slaves, and gave his property to 2 man who was to
be their master. He gave as a reason for this that he had person-
ally examined the condition of the free blacks in Philadelphia
and Boston, as well as in Virginia, and he preferred that his
children should remain slaves, knowing thar their master would
rake better care of them than they were capable of exercising for
themselves, This was substantially correct, and I have conversed
with 2 gentleman who tried to persuade him to act otherwise,
to whom he gave these reasons. He had been, however, for a
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long time before his death, in a low stare of health, and I know
not how sound, or uninfluenced by others, his mind might have
been. The circumstance omitted was, that these were illegiti-
mate children, by a slave woman, although he had a wife that
was a free woman, and had had a child by her—which, however,
died voung, It is a general custom of white people here to leave
their illegitimate children, by slaves (and they are pery common)
in slavery. The man was himself a mulatto. 1 know of a very re-
spectable and very wealthy man who sold his own half-brother
to the traders to go South, because he attempted to run away.

I have heard of another case of a free negro 1n Virgima, sup-
posed to be worth at least §5,000.

At the present rate of wages, any free colored man can accu-
mulate property more rapidly in Virginia than almost any man,
depending solely on his labor, can at the North. In the tobacco
factories in Richmond and Petersburg slaves are ar this time
in great demand, and are paid one hundred and fifty to twa
hundred dollars, and all expenses, for a year. These slaves are
expected to work only to a certain extent for their employers;
it having been found that they could not be “driven” to do a
fair day’s work so casily as they could be stimulated to it by the
offer of a bonus for all they would manufacture above a certain
number of pounds. This quantity is so easily exceeded thar the
slaves carn for themselves from five to twenty dollars a month.
Freemen arc paid for all they do at rates which make their labor
equally profitable, and can earn, if they give but moderate at-
tention and diligence to the labor, very large sums. The barber
under the Bollingbroke Hotel has a younger brother, who
works in a tobacco factory, whose wages last year amounted to
over mine hundred dollars. Of this he has laid up not one cent,
and such is the case with nearly all the hands so employed in
the town; they spend their wages as do the slaves their “over
money,” almost as rapidly as they receive it, and as foolishly and
as much to their own injury as do sailors, or the manufacturing
workmen in England. Of the truth of this, T have assurances
from every quarter, and from men of all opinions.

Formerly, 1 am told, the slaves were accustomed to recreate
themselves in the evening and on holidays a great deal in danc-
ing, and that they took great enjoyment in this exercise. It was
at length, however, preached against, and the “professors™ sa
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generally induced to use their influence against it as an immuoral
practice, that it has greatly gone “out of fashion,” and in place
of it the yvoung ones have got into the habit of gambling, and
worse occupations, for the pastime of their holidays and leisure
hours. 1 have not seen any dancing during these holidays, nor
any amusement cngaged in by the blacks that was not essentially
gross, dissipating or wasteful, unless I except firing of crackers.

Improvidence is generally considered here a natural trait of
African character; and by none is it more so than by the negrocs
themselves, 1 think it is a mistake. Negroes, as far as I have
observed at the North, although suffering from the contamina-
tion of habits acquired by themselves or their fathers in Slavery,
unless they are intemperate, are more provident than whites of
equal educational advantages. Much more so than the newly-
arrived Irish, though the Irish are soon infected with the desire
of accumulating wealth and acquiring permanent means of
comfort. This opinion is confirmed by the experience of the
City Missionaries—one of whom has informed me that where
the very poorest classes of New-York reside, black and white in
the same house, the rooms occupied by the blacks are gencrally
much less bare of furniture and the means of subsistence than
those of the whites.

I ohserved that the negroes themselves follow the notion
of the whites here, and look upon the people of their race as
naturally unfirted to provide for themselves far ahead. Accus-
tomed like children to have all their necessary wants provided
for, their whole energies and powers of mind are habitually
given to obtaining the means of temporary case and enjoyment.
Their masters and the poor or “mean” whites acquire somewhat
of the same habits from early association with them, calculate
on it in them, do not wish to cure it, and by constant prac-
tices encourage it. The negroes depend much for the means of
enjoying themselves on presents. Their good-natured masters
{and their masters are very good-natured, though capricious
and quick-tempered) like to gratify them, and are ashamed
to disappoint them—to be thought mean. So it follows that
with the free negroes, habit is upon them; the habits of their
associates, slaves, make the custom of sociery—that strongest
of agents upon weak minds. The whites think improvidence a
natural defect of character with them, expect it of them as they
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grow old, or as they lose easy means of gaining a livelinood,
charitably furnish it to them; expect them to pilfer; do not look
upon it as a crime; if they do, at least, consider them but slightly
to blame, as, indeed, they are; and so every influence of associa-
tion is unfavorable to providence, forethought, economy. I shall
continuc this subject in my next.

SLAVERY IN VIRGINIA: APRIL 1853
The South

LETTERS OM THE PRODULCTIONS, INDUSTRY AMD
RESOQUERCES OF THE SLAVE STATES

NUMBER NINE

Condition of Free Blacks at the South—Free Blacks at the Novth
—FEvils of Enfranchisement—Aversion to Colonization—
Dependence of Negroes on the Whites—General Sentiment on
Slavery in Virginia.

To the Edivor of the New-York Daily Times.

With such influences upon them, with such a character, with
such educaton, with such associations, as I described in my last
letter, it is not surprising that Southerners say that the conditon
of the slave who is subject to some wholesome restraint, and
notwithstanding his improvidence is systeamatically provided for,
is preferable o that of the free black. The free black does not in
general feel himself superior to the slave, and the slaves of the
wealthy and aristocratic families consider themselves in a much
better and more honorable position than the free blacks. [ have
heard their view of the matter expressed thus © dirty free
migaers'—iot no body to rtake care of em.”

It is for this reason that slaves of gentlemen of high character,
who are treated with judicious indulgence, and who can rely
with confidence on the permanence of their position, knowing
that they will be kindly cared for as they grow old, and feel-
ing their own incapacity to take care of themsclves, do often
voluntarily remain in slavery when freedom is offered them,
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whether it be at the South, or North, or'in Africa. A great
many slaves thar have been freed and sent to the Morth, after
remaining there for a time, have of their own accord, returned
to Virginia, and their report of the manner in which negrocs
are treated there, the difficulty of earning enough to provide
themselves with the luxuries to which they have been accus-
tomed, the unkindness of the white people to them, and the
want of that thoughtless liberality in payments to them which
they expect here from their superiors, has not been such as
to lead others to pine for the life of an outcast at the North.
Among those so returning, have been many of Mr. Randolph’s
slaves, 1 understand.

And here let me say, as [ am most happy to do, that 1 am
convinced that the real kindness of heart and generosity of the
people of Virginia, makes practically of no effect their unjust,
cruel and cowardly laws with regard to free negrocs—unjust,
because they interfere with a man's quiet possession of the re-
wards of his own labor—cruel, because they separate friends,
break up families, and make men homeless outcasts among
strangers—cowardly, because they attempt to throw upon
others a danger and evil which is the narural result of the pecu-
liar constitution of their own society.

The spread of intelligence of all kinds among the slaves is
remarkable. A planter told me that he had frequently known of
his slaves going twenty miles from home and back durning the
night, without their being missed at all from work, or known
at the time to be off the plantation, Another told me that he
had been frequently informed by his slaves of occurrences in a
town forty miles distant, where he spent part of the vear with
his family, in advance of the mail, or any means of communica-
ton that he could command the use of. Also, when in town,
his servants would sometimes give him important news from
the plantation, several hours before a messenger dispatched by
his overseer arrived.

I do not wish to be understood as intimating that the slaves
generally would not like to be freed and sent to the North,
or that they are ever really contented or satisfied with slavery;
only that as having been deprived of the use of their limbs from
infancy, as it were, thev are not such fools as to wish now sud-
denly to be ser upon their feer, and left to shift for themselves.
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They prefer, if they have sufficient worldly wisdom, to secure at
least plain food and clothing, and comfortable lodging, at their
owner’s expensc, while they will rerurn as lictle for it as they
can. and have only the luxuries of life to work for on their own
account. It is not easy to deprive them of the means of securing
a good share of these.

These luxuries to be sure, may be of very degrading charac-
ter, and such as, according to our ideas, they would be better
without. But their tastes and habies are formed to enjoy them,
and they are not likely to be content without them.

But, to live either on their own means, or the charitable as-
sistance of others, at the North, they must dispense with many
of them. It is as much as most of them—more than some of
them, with us—can do, by their labor, to obtain the means of
subsistence, such as they have been used to being provided
with, without a thought of their own, at the South. And if they
are known to indulge in practices that are habitual with them,
they will not only lose the charity, but even the custom, of
most of their philanthropical friends; and then they must turn
to pilfering again, or meet that most pitiful of all extremities—
poverty from want of work. Again: Suppose them to wish to
indulge in their old habits of sensual pleasure, thev can only
do so by forsaking the better class of even their own color, or
by drawing them down wo their own level. In this way, Slavery,
even now, day by dav, is greatly responsible for the degraded
and immoral condition of the free blacks of our cities, and es-
pecially of Philadelphia. It is, perhaps, necessary that I should
explain that licentiousness and almost indiscriminate sexual
connection among the voung is very general, and is a neces
sity of the system of Slavery, A Northern family that employs
slave domestics, and insists upon a life of phyvsical chastity in s
female servants, is alwavs greatly detested; and they frequently
come to their owners and beg to be taken away, or not hired
again, though acknowledging themselves to be kindly treated
in all other respects. A slave owner told me this of his own girls
hired to Northern people.

That the character and conditon of some is improved by
coming to the North, it is impossible to denv. From a miserable
half barbarous, half brutal state they have been brought to the
highest civilization. From slaves they have sometimes come to
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be intelligent, cultivated, free-thinking, independent-minded,
and good and even great men. Frederick Douglass is a great
man, if poetry, eloquence and vigorous original thought make
greatness. He is but lirtle less great that the vindictive encrgy
with which he pursues the enemy that prevents his being rec-
agnized as so, that even raboos him from the society of the cul-
tivated and refined, sometimes carries him beyond the bounds
of calm reason and good taste.

It is minds of such character originally that slavery is most
galling to, and in which the intelligence and energy necessary
to obtain freedom is most likely to reside. For this reason the
condition and character of the fugitive slaves does not give 2
fair indication of that of the mass, and yet it surely is not such,
rake them all in all, as to make it appear that if the great body of
slaves should be sent to free States they would be better off than
they are now. I doubt if we have reason to think their children
would. In my opinion, this is the greatest reproach to slavery,
but the fact remains against hasty measures to destroy it.

As to slaves ser free by the masters, without any previous
cducation for it and sent to the free States, I have no doubt they
often come to great suffering; and if it should be a frequent or
general practice, the result would be anything but desirable. I
know of one case in which seven were thus permitted to go to
Philadelphia, of which five died in three years, two rerurned
to Virginia, and only one remains—of whose condition I am
uninformed, but have no reason to think, and do not believe it
at all better in any way than when he was a slave.

As to Liberia, it is certainly true that the negroes, cither slave
or free, are not generally disposed to go there. It is a distant
country, of which they can have but very little reliable informa-
tion, they do not like the idea any more than other people do
of emigrating from their native country. But I really think that
the best reason for their not being more anxious to go there
is that they are sincerely attached in a certain way to the white
race. At all events they do not incline to live in communities
cntirely separate from the whites and do not long for entire
independence from them. They have been so long accustom ed
to trusting the government of all weighty matters to the whirtes,
thar they would not feel at home where they did not have them
to “take care of them.” As I pointed out before, they do not fecl
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inclined to take great responsibilities on themselves, and have
no confidence in the talent of their race for self-government.
A gentleman told me that he owned a very intelligent negro
who had acquired some property, and that he had more than
once offered him his freedom, but he would always reply that
he did not feel able to fall entirely upon his own resources, and
preferred to have a master. He once offered him his freedom to
go to Liberia, and urged him to go there. His reply was to the
effect that he would have no objections if the Government was
in the hands of white folks, but that he had no conhdence in the
ability of black people to undertake the control of public affairs.

To conclude this letter, I will tell vou what I think the con-
tinued existence of Slavery in Virginia depends upon. First—

Upon the very low and degraded condition of the mass of
the people. The proportion of those who cannot read and write
in the State is more than thirty times as great as in Connecticil,
From their want of intelligence they are duped, frightened, ex-
cited, prejudiced and made to betray their most direct and evi-
dent interests by the more cultivated and talented, spendrthrift
and unprincipled of the wealthy class. These, who, without the
slightest prudence or care for the future of the Commonwealth,
live dependent for the means of their selfish extravagance on
the slave labor of today, form “public opinion™ by their reck-
less energy.

Meanwhile the truly wise and good men of the State suffer
themselves to be left in the background, sutfer themselves to ap-
pear in a false position, even aid by their apparent countenance
of the wicked and foaolish, the general expression of attachment
to Slavery, because the question, What can be done, is too great
for them, and because they really think the only remedy that is
proposed would be productive of greater evil than the discase.

No one speaks a word aloud of it, but not a sober, thinking
man of the State is there that does not know that Slavery is a
Curse upon him and his, and that if it were possible to remove
the effect of causes thar are not alone in the future or the pres-
ent, Virginia would be a hundred times richer, a thousand times
happier, if Slavery were not.

P. 5.—Since I wrote this letter 1 have been convinced that
the sentiment I have descnbed in the last paragraph is even
decper and more general with the mass of the people than 1
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then imagined. 1 must mention an incident indicative of it. 1
was standing on the platform of a railroad car at a station where
a gang of slaves had been waiting ro rake our train to proceed
South, but the “servant’s car™ being full they were left behind.
Two men, one of whom [ afterwards learned to be a bar-keeper,
the other an overseer, stood with me on the platform. As we
moved off one said to the other:

“That’s a good lor of niggers.”

“Good! I only wish they belonged to me, I wouldn't ask for
anvthing else.”

They continued in conversation, sarsing with this, for some
time, though I heard bur little of what they said. They were
talking of their different occupations, and grumbling that they
succeeded no better. One, I heard say, rhar the highest wages
he had cver had was two hundred dollars a vear, and that year
he did not lay up a cent. Soon after, one of them spoke with
much vehemence and bitterness of tone, so I do not doubt their
whole previous conversation had had reference to the point.

“1 wish ro God, old Virginny was free of all the niggers!™

“It would be ad__d good thing if she was.”

“Yes, and [ tell you, it would be a—d____d good thing for us
poor fellows”

“Well, I reckon it would, myself.”

But, mind vou, these same “poor fellows™ understand the im-
practicability of instantly abolishing Slavery and having on their
hands a vast population of freed slaves—more degraded and
impressible with exciting prejudices than even themselves—as
well as anv body, and would be the very first to tar and feather
an “Abolinonist™ if he came to advise them to it.
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“THE LAWS OF THE SOUTH": JULY 1853
The South

LETTERS ON THE PRODUCTIONS, INDUSTRY AND
RESOURCES OF THE SOUTHERN STATES

MUMBER TWENTY-EIGHT

Slaves Ohwning Horses, Guns, and Doge—The New Code of
Alabama—Illicit Trade with Negroes—Pilfering—1The Socialistic
Aspecr of Slavery—The Paternal Aspect of Slavery.

In returning from the “Cracker mecting” to the plantation, we
passed a man on horseback, who had the appearance of one of
the civilized natuve East Indian gentlemen; hus complexion dark
olive, with good features, and a thick moustache. He was well-
dressed, and raised his hat in bowing to us with a courteous and
well-bred air. T asked who 1t was.

“He is one of our people—Robert—a very valuable servant.
He is the warchman, and has charge of the engine and all rthe
stores.”

We met a wagon with a pleasant family party of common
fieldhand negroes. They also belonged to Mr. A. I inquired if
they usually let them have horses to go to Church.

“(Oh, no; thar horse belongs to the old man.”

“Belongs to him! Why, do they own horses:™

“Oh, ves; William (the House servant) owns two, and Rob-
ert, 1 believe, has three now; that was one of them he was
riding.”

“How do they get them:™

“Oh, they buy them.”

“But can they have money enough to buy horses?™

“Oh, ves; William makes a good deal of money; so does Rob-
ert. You see he is such a valuable fellow, father makes him a
good many presents. He gave him a hundred dollars only a litde
while ago. The old man was getting infirm, and could not get
abourt very well, so father gave him a horse.”

[ afierwards met the man, Robert, at the mill, where he lived
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as “watclunan” or steward, in a cabin by himself, at a distance
from the quarters of the other negroes. His language and
manner was confident, frank, and manly; contrasting as much
as possible with that of the negroes or mulattoes of ordinary
circumstances. He wore a belt, on which were hung a large
number of keys, and he walked about with his owner and me,
to open the doors of the mill, barns, storehouses, and stables,
conversing freely, and explaining a variety of marrers with much
intelligence.

[ learned that he was emploved while a boy as a house-servant,
until, at his own reguest, he was put in the planration black-
smith’s shop; after acquiring this craft, he learned to make
corton-gins, and then, as he wanted to become a machinst,
his master took him to Savannah, where he remained living at
his own pleasure for scveral vears. At length his owner, finding
that he was acquiring dissipated habits and wasting all his earn-
ings, brought him back to his plantation, and by giving him
duties flattering to his self-respect, and allowing him peculiar
privileges, made him content to remain there. He had made all
the alrerations and repairs necessary in running a steam-engine
and extensive machinery during seven years, and his work was
admirable, both in contrivance and execution.

Elsewhere I saw another negro engineer of remarkable intel-
ligence; the gentlemnan in whose employment he had been for
many years, estcemed him very highly, and desired to make him
free, His owner, a large capitalist, 2 gentleman moving in our
best sociery, and a church-member, resides at the North. He
does not think it a good plan to emancipate slaves, and refuses
to sell him at even a great price for that purpose. He (the owner)
receives two hundred dollars a vear as the wages for his services.

Though in reality a slave, being himself the property of an-
other, cannot possess property, yet in the same way that our
children and minors have things “for their own,” they acquire
many articles which few masters would be mean enough to take
from them, except they were of a character to hurt them—such
as ardent spirits—or such as they might be afraid of their using
to the injury or annoyance of others.

The new code of Alabama, which, in one or two partculars,
is less inhumane than the laws of any other Southern 5tate, ex-
cept Louisiana, in its provisions with regard to the negroes, has
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onc article forbidding slaves to own dogs. As it scemed to me
bv the incessant velping at night that every negro in the Stare
must keep half a dozen curs, T asked a legal friend what was the
object of the law. He could not tell me, but assured me that it
would never be enforced. [ presume it was intended to abate the
grcat destruction of sheep by negroes’ dogs (or rather the de-
struction which the negroes artribute to dogs, to shield a theft
of one of themselves), an evil which is evervwhere complained
of at the South, and which operates to prevent more extensive
wool-growing there. It will probably not be enforced except on
cxtraordinary occasions,

Other provisions of this code, enumerated by a writer in the
Times a few davs since, as examples of the humane ameliora-
tion of the laws of the South in favor of the negroes, seem to
me of value only as expressing the views of the enacrors on
certain minor moralities of Slavery, such as thar forbidding the
separation from their mothers (mothers onlyv) of children, be-
fore they are ten vears old, in sheriff’s sales, unless their owner
deems that his interests require it (for this is all it amounts to},
and to prevent the separation of relatives in mortgagee's sales,
where they can just as well be sold together in family lots. The
gratification which “Walpole™ finds in such provisions for the
more humane use of negroes, in a State which he considers ro
be “rapidly advancing in all that constitutes true civilization,”
and as “leading the wav™ by such measures in a glornious work
of reformation, well shows with how much smaller a progress
than most Northern men would have been apt to suppose safe
and practicable, even the most intelligent, liberal, humane, and
hopeful Southerners would be content—bearing out the views
I have before expressed upon this point.

I fear many of vour readers will have been surprised to find
such a man touching upon it as a great thing—a reformation to
be pointed to as an honor to the civilization of the good people
of Alabama—that the law does not violently separate, for the
fault or indiscreuon of another person ( their owner, as it deems
him}, a child under five vears of age from its mother, under any
circumstances, nor remove a child under ten vears old from its
mother, unless the said owner will make and deliver to an officer
in charge an affidavic that his (the said owner’s) interests will
be materially prejudiced by the sale of them together. The law
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does not even propose to hinder, by so much as requiring an
1Midavit to be made that he will make money by it, the owner
of a mother and child who pays his debts, from selling one to
20 to Texas, and retaining the other. This would be thought
exceeding the appropriate duties of legislaticn—too great an
interference with the natural laws of commerce.

[ have often suggested the propriety of such laws as “Wal-
pole™ refers to, to prevent the internal slave trade, and have
been answered that it was impossible to make such laws effi-
cient. In Georgia, I was told, there is a law forbidding the intro-
duction of slaves from abroad to be sold within the State; but
it is constantly evaded. The law does not forbid persons with-
out the State selling to those within, nor the transfer of slave
property berween resident citizens. The slave trader, thercfore,
has merely to have a partner, or confederate resident, execure
bills of sale of his Virginia importation ro him, and the latter
may then resell without ler or hindrance. 1 entirely agree with
“Walpole” in his views of the principles on which Southern
Statesmanship should be guided on this subject, and if T had the
least ability to influence the South, I would not wish To use it
in any other direction than that in which his enthusiasm flows,

If L err in my statement of facts, or if [ have misapprehended
public sentiment at the South, on this or any other subject, [
shall consider it a favor to be corrected by those whose resi-
dence ar the South gives them means of more reliable informa-
tion and better judgment, than I can hope to have enjoyed. But
1 ask vou, Southern readers, to remember, that a stranger to
their habits and proceedings in connection with Slavery, must
reflect from so different and distant a standpoint from that in
which familiarity places them, that it will not be strange it what
appears light to them, sometimes remains dark to him, and that
1+ movement which to them is great and important, is to him
almost imperceptible.

The watchman, Robert, besides owning three horses, had
in his possession three guns—one of them a valuable fowling
picce of a noted London make. Upon further inquiry, I found
that several of the field hands also owned guns, which they
kept in their cabins. Nothing could show better than this how
small is the fear of insurrection where the negroes are managed
discreetly, and treated with a moderate degree of confidence
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and kindness. I have not examined the laws of the State upon
the subject, but it was probably illegal, as 1 know it would be
in Alabama and Louisiana for them to be possessed of these
weapons. The negroes had purchased them or, in some cases,
received them as presents from their owner.

On inquinng of him what were their privileges in buying
and selling, he informed me that during a large part of the vear
all the industrious hands finish the regular tasks required of
them by one or two o’clock in the afternoon, and during the
remainder of the day are at liberty, if they choose, to labor for
themselves. Each family has a half-acre of land allotted o it,
for a garden, besides which there is a large vegetable garden,
cultivated by a gardener for the plantation, from which they are
supplied, ro a greater or lesser extent. They are at liberty to sell
whatever they choose from the products of their own garden,
and to make what they can by keeping swine and fowls. His
family had no other supply of poultry and eggs, except what was
abtained by purchase from his own negroes; they frequently,
also purchase game from them.

The only restriction upon their waffic was a “liquor law.”
They were not allowed to buy or sell ardent spirirs. This prohi-
bition, like hquor laws elsewhere, unfortunately could not be
enforced, and of late years, Inshmen moving into the country
and opening small shops, buying stolen goods fram the negroes,
and selling them poisonous washes under the name of grog,
had become a very great evil; and the planters, although it was
illegal, were not able to prevent it. They had combined to do so,
and had broughr several offenders to trial; bur as it was a peni-
tentiary offence, the culprit would spare no pains or expense to
save himself from ir, and it was almost impossible, in a commu-
nity constituted as theirs was, to find a jury that would conviet.

A remarkable illustration of this evil had just occurred. A
planter, discovering that a considerable quantity of cotton had
been stolen from him, and suspecting one of his negroes to have
taken it, from finding him drunk and very sick from the effects
of liquor soon after, informed the patrol of the neighbonng
planters of it. A lot of cotton was prepared by mixing hair with
it, and put in a rempring place. The negro was scen to take it,
and was tollowed to a grog-shop, several miles distant, where
he sold it, its real value being nearly ten dollars, for ten cents,



3z 18453

taking his pay in liquor. The man was arrested, and the theft
being made to appear, by the hair, before a justice, obtained
bail in $2,000 to answer at the higher Court.

In a community where the greater number of families live
miles apart, and have but rare intercourse with onc another,
where occasion for Law and Government is almost unknown,
where one part of the people, poor, untrained, illiterate, reck-
lessly and improvidently live almost from day to day on the
hounty of Nature, making rude log huts, every man for himself;
of restless disposition, and frequently, from mere caprice, leav-
ing them and moving away to make new homes: habitually a
law to themselves, while they are accustomed, from childhood,
to the use of the most certain deadly weapon; and where, in
the other part of the people, a barbarous, patriarchal system
of government exists, within another Government—as far as
possible, with this circumstance, of the most republican and
enlightened form—it is really wonderful that Law has so much
power, and its deliberate movements and provisions for justice
to accused parties are so much respected, as, spite of calumny
and occasional exceptions, is usually the case in our Slave States.
Why are not these villainous scamps scourged out of the district,
and their dens burned, where the Law is so slow and uncertain
with them?

This cvil of the grog shops, and other illicit and criminal busi-
ness with negroes, is a great and increasing one at the South.
Everywhere that I have been, 1 have found the planters pro-
voked and angry about it. A great swarm of Jews, within the
last ten years, has settled in nearly every Southern town, many
of them men of no character, opening cheap clothing and trin-
ket shops, ruining or driving out of business many of the old
retailers, and engaging in a clandestine trade with the simple
negroes, which is found very profitable. The law which prevents
the reception of the evidence of a negro in Courts, here strikes
back with a most annoying force upon the dominant power
itself. In the mischief thus arising, we see a striking illustra-
tion of the danger which stands before the South, whenever
its prosperity shall invite extensive immigration, and lead what
would otherwise be a healthy competition to flow through its
channels of industry.

Mr. A. remarked that his arrangements allowed his servants
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no excuse for dealing with these fellows. He made it a rule to
purchase everything they had to sell, and to give them a high
price for it himself. Eggs constituted a circulating medium on
the plantation; their par value was considered to be twelve for
a dime, at which they would be exchanged for cash or taken on
deposit at his kitchen.

Whatever he took of them that he could not use in his own
family, or had not occasion to give to others of his servants, was
sent to town to be resold. The negroes would not commonly
take money for the articles he had of them, but would have the
value of them purt to their credit, and a regular account was kept
with them. He had a store, well supplied with articles that they
most wanted, which were purchased in large quantities and sold
to them at wholesale prices; thus giving them a grear advantage
in dealing with him rather than with the grog shops. His slaves
were sometimes his creditors to large amounts; at the present
time he owed them about five hundred dollars. A woman had
charge of the store, and when there was anyvthing called for that
she could not supply, it was usually ordered by the next convey-
ance of his factors in town.

Here you see an illustration of what, 1 believe, I have before
suggested: Slavery is a grand, practical, working svstem of So-
eiglism. It brings up, too, another aspect of Slavery—its hap-
piest and best.

The negroes came to us from barbarism as from a cradle,
with a confused, half-developed mind, with strong and simple
appetites and impulses, but whimsical and unreliable; forming
attachments quickly, and cleaving closely to their protectors and
superiors; but, if removed from one, forming the same relations
quickly, and with equal strength, with another; subject to vio-
lent and uncontrollable passions, and altogether undisciplined,
uneducared, unchristianized.

Here I see their master, dealing with them as a father might
with such children; guarding them sedulously against danger-
ous temptatons, forbidding them to indulge in bad practices,
rewarding the diligent and obedient, and chastising the per-
verse and indolent; anticipating and providing for their wants;
encouraging them in the provident use of their little means of
amusement, and comfort, and luxury; all the time furnishing
them the necessary support of life; caring diligently for them
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in sickness; and only when they are of good age and strength,
so long as he is their guardian, demanding of them a certain
amount of their labor and assistance, to increase his own com-
forts, provide for his age. g e :

Were but all Slavery this, and were but this all of Slavery!
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succeced by its merit, by its talent. A cross between the Westmin-
ster Review & the Tribune, is my idea. Weekly, 1 think, to give
it variery & scope enough for this great country & this cursedly
little people. Keep it before you.
Yours affecuonately,
Fred.

SLAVES & NON-5LAVEHOLDING WHITES: TANUARY 1354
The South

LETTERS ON THE FRODUCTIONS, INDUSTRY AND
RESOURCES OF THE SOUTHERN STAILES

NUMBER FORTY-SEVEN

General Conclusions—The Condition of the Saves—The
Condirion of the Non-Slavebolding Whites.

Southerners often represent the condition of their slaves to
be so happy and desirable that we might wonder that they do
not sometimes take measures to be made slaves themselves, or
at least occasionally offer their children for sale to the highest
bidder. Yet there are many among us who always assume these
accounts to be the only reliable informaton that we have upon
the subject. On the other hand, there are many who always
picture the slave as a martyr, with his hands folded in supplica-
tion, naked, faint with hunger, dragging a chain, and constantly
driven to extremity of human exertion by a monster flourishing
a cart-whip.

A Scotchman, who had been employed at home as foreman
of a large stock farm, came, a year or two since, to America, to
better his condition. He spent some months in Canada and
afterwards in New-England, looking in vain for a situation
suited to his capabilities and habits. His lictle capital being
nearly expended, he used what remained in paying his passage
to Richmond, Va., learning that the proprietors of farms in the
Slave Stares generally emploved overseers, as in Scotland. On
arriving at Richmond he immediately walked into the country,
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and at nightfall came to the plantation of the gentleman who
related his story to me. He informed the proprietor of his cir-
cumstances and solicited employment, presenting, at the same
time, a recommendation from his last emplover in Scotland,
and a testimonial of his plety, good character and education
from the pastor of the church he had belonged to in the old
country. Before, however, the gentleman had read these, he said
to him, “By the way, Sir, there are a number of your niggers
loose in the lane.”

“What:™

“As I was coming up the lane to the house, Sir, I met a num-
ber of niggers just going off loose, without anvbody to look
after them.”

“Yes, I supposc they have got through their work, and are
going to their quarters.”

“But they were loose, Sir; just straving oft, nobody looking
after them. If you wish, Sir, I'll run down and catch them.”

The Scotchman had always been informed, as he afterwards
told the gentleman, that the slaves were treated exactly like
cattle, and probably would not have been much surprised if he
had been ordered to pur half a dozen of them into stalls to be
fattened for the butcher.

I think that anv one who has read the accounts | have given
of the negroes upon the different plantations [ have visited,
and the chance-observations I have made on others, will have
obtained a correct and reliable idea of the casromary manner
in which the slaves are weated by the whites. It may be desired
of me, however, to give the conclusions at which I have armnived
upon certain points which have been most fruitful of unprofic
able controversy.

Are the slaves bard-worked, poorly fed, miserably lodged and
clothed, and subfect to frequent brutal punishment?

Any sensible man, at all familiar with the Black-laws of the
Southern States, can anticipate the true answer to these ques-
tions from his general knowledge of human nature. There is
all the difference in the treatment of slaves by different masters
that there is of horses by their riders, or of children by their
parcnts. The laws have very little power to restrain cruclty or to
enforce care and provide adequate sustenance for the negroes.
They have less effect than the laws to secure humane treatment
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of animals at the North, because the violatons of the laws at
the South would be much more seldom witnessed by persons
anxious to sccure their enforcement, and because Southerners
respect the individuality of each other more than Northerners,
and are more loth to meddle in matters that do not especially
concern themselves. Public Opinion is favorable to humanity
and care—in some districts very strongly and effectually so.
In general its influence is not very valuable to the negro, for
the same reasons that the laws are not. What power has Public
Opinion on the treatment of domestics and farm laborers at
the North? Except in extreme cases, none. Competition is the
balance wheel of cupidity.

But as I have said, in describing the character of the people
of the South, they arc as kind to their slaves as anv people could
be imagined to be—much more kind than one whose whole
experience of human nature had been obtained ar the Northern
States would be likelv to imagine them to be,

If the labor of the slaves were voluntary—if he were exhila-
rated with the spirit of the ambitious free laborer, with a loved
wifc and children to enjoy the fruits of his toil in proportion to
its amount, his work would in nearly every case, as far as 1 could
judge, be light. As it is, on the far Sourhern large plantatons
especially, it seemed to me that the negro was driven at his work
morc tedicusly and fatiguingly than agricultural laborers often
arc in any other part of the world that I have visited.

The negroes, I should think, were generally abundantly pro-
vided with coarse food—more so than the agricultural laborers
of any part of Europe.

Thev are sufficiently clothed, in general, to enable them, if
they are at all pains-taking, which they seldom are in this par-
ticular, to appear decently, and to protect them from any degree
of cold weather to which in the mild climate of the South they
arc subject. Their habitations arc generally very deficient in com-
fort, and are much too small for the number of eccupants that
arc crowded into them. Rapid improvement in this respect, how-
ever, is now making; neat (exteriotly) quarters for the negroes
having become a fashionable part of every gentleman’s planra-
tion. The negroes seldom or never want for fuel.

There are but few plantations in which the negroes are not
frequenty punished by being whipped, and that not seldom with
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what [ should think would be generally considered at the North,
severity. In this respect 1 think the condition of the negroes
is just about what that of the seamen has formerly been in our
Navy, and still is in the English service, varying on different
plantations as in different ships. Cases of disgusting cruelty are
not very rare. I never asked a middle aged Southerner the ques-
tion (and I put it perhaps twenty times ) who was not able to tell
me a case within his own knowledge, and occurring, probably,
in the near vicinity of his residence, of a slave killed by severe
punishment from its master. [ do not believe slaves are killed by
their masters one tenth as often as sailors are by the cruelty or
carelessness of their masters. I believe very few overscers punish
their slaves entrusted to them so wantonly, brutally, passionately
and cruelly as I have seen a clergyman in New-England punish
bovs entrusted to him for educaton. On some few plantations
punishment of adult and well-broken negroes is very rare. Burir
requires a man of peculiar temperament and governing abilities,
to efficiently control and direct a large bodv of persons, depen-
dent on him and subject to his uncontrolled authonty, whether
they are negroes or sailors, or peasants or children, without the
use of the lash or other humiliating punishments.

Are the slaves “bappy?™

Any one who thinks that a drunkard can be made happy by
supplying him to his full content with the only thing in the
world that he craves, might answer this question as it generally
is answered by Southern writers and their Northern disciples.
And, in this sense, [ believe it is true that the negro in Southern
slavery is sufficiently degraded to be as happy on an average,
as most men are in the world; as happy (in this sense) as the
majority of the negroes who enjoy the treedom to live, if they
can, in contempt and obloquy at the North.

Are the slaves often separated against their will from their
families?

It is astonishing thar any one can be so careless as to deny it
In every State of the South, except Florida, Missouri, Delaware,
and in Texas, which I have not yet visited, I have known of
slaves separated from their farmlies without the shghtest indica-
ton that it was not a frequent and almost an everyday occur-
rence. I can show evidence that would satisty any court thar it
IS a common practice in every Slave State. If any one says that
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thev have never known such a case in their own neighborhood,
as our Southern friends often do, and, no doubt, belicving that
they speak truly, the chances are that if you ask them to let
vou look at the newspaper published nearest their residence,
vou will find an advertisement in it of slaves, in which some
half dozen will be noted as the children of another, all to be
sold singlv and with no more restriction as to their future fate
than if they were cartle, and ar public auction. In a paper now
before me there are nine mentioned as of one family, to be sold
separately, but the suckling infants of two of them, and the child
aged 3 vears, and infant aged two months, of a girl aged 19, are
to be sold with their mothers. Public opinion is opposed to the
sale of old family servants, yet they not unfrequently are sold.
[ have several friends at the South who have each purchased
more than one such, from mere humanity, to save them from
being “sold away™—that is, from being scparated from their
wives and children. It is not a very common thing to sell a slave
except “for fault,” unless the owner has especial need of money.
But this reason for selling a servant will be held over him as a
threat, at every trifling occasion for blaming him. It is not com-
mon in most communities to sell a single slave, pardcularly if
he s married, without mentioning the intention to do so, to
him some time previously, and giving him leave to look about
to find some person that he will like for a master, to purchase
him. A price is often mentioned at which he is warned to sell
himself, or after a certain time he will be sold ro the traders. At
almost every slave auction, however, the anxiety of the negroes
to be purchased by some person living near their old master
and their families, and their grief, if they are disappointed, is
painfully evident.

The trade of a slave-dealer is about as reputable at the South
as that of a horse jockey is at the North. They are gencrally
considered knaves, and | think therefore are not admitted into
the society of honorable gentlemen. To say that they are not se,
merely because they buy and sell human flesh, is thoughtless,
because there are very few of the honorable gentemcn of the
South that have not themselves either bought or sold servants.

[ have heard respectable planters speak of their fricnds as
having borrowed money to speculate in negroes. “Negroes
are the comsols of the South,” is a proverbial expression with
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Southerners—certainly indicating the frequent and general
rransfer of this species of stock. Virginians who visit the North,
often angrilv deny that any one in that State makes a business
of breeding negroes for market. Perhaps not, but [ have heard
men in Virginia speak publicly of purchasing women with refer
ence to their breeding gualities, and of taking the most suitable
care of them for this end. Men speak in railroad cars of “turn-
ing off ” so many negroes every vear, preciselv as a Connecricut
farmer speaks of “turming off ” s0 many head of ncat stock to
the drovers every Spring.

A gentleman whom 1 visited in Mississippi, to show me that
the condition of the negroes in that State was much more de-
sirable than that of those in the Atdantic Slave States—after
cnumerating certain luxuries and privileges that were generally
allowed them there, such as an allowance of molasses and better
varicty of food generally, a perquisite of money in proporoon
to the cotton sold, and permission to cultivate cotton, for sale
themselves, on Saturday afternoons and holidays—added that
the negroes were very much less frequently sold off the planta-
rion and separated from rheir friends.

“A cotton planter here,” he said, “buys all the negroes his
credit is good for, and keeps all he can get. Why, in Virginia, it
a youngster wants to get a fine horse, or a young lady wants a
piano, they teaze their father to sell one of the young negroes to
get the money for it; a negro 1s reckoned just the same as cash.”™
It is undeniable that the human life, sold and exported every
year from Virginia, far exceeds in value that of the total of all
other of its productions. It 1s always graufying to iind Virgimians
ashamed of this, as the cultivated gentlemen and the religious
people generally are. The sale and purchase of men, women and
children, regarding them so distinctly as property, and property
entirely, is such an insult to the human race, that nothing else
that disgraces the name of man more demands the shame and
the indignant protest of all men who claim to be gentlemen of
honor and chivalry.

Are the negroes in Slavery tmproving and being christianized
and becoming firted gradually for freedom, as was anticipated
and expected by the founders of the Republic, both of the
North and South, at the time of the Revolution?

Beyond a doubt, the men who signed the Declaration of
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Independence, and who formed the Constitution of the United
States (to judge from the expressions which the most prominent
among them are recorded to have made), would be exceedingly
disappoinred with the present state of things. Not less so would
be the men who composed various provincial Conventions in
Virginia and North Carolina. Most disappointed would be Jef-
ferson, who even at that early day pronounced in the gravest
and most formal manner, in his history of Virginia, that Slavery
was a great and dreadful curse upon his native State, the speedy
end of which was to be demanded by every consideration of
Justice, Humanity and Expediency.

The condition of the slaves is doubtless improving, and has
greatly improved since the Revoludon, in all the long sertled
parts of the country, in respect to the kindness wirh which they
are treated. I mean that they are better fed, clothed and lodged,
and are less subject to brutal punishment. The present tendency
in the Cotton States to the enlargement of plantations, and to
gathering negroes in larger bodies, [ deem exceedingly unfavor-
able to their happiness.

The negroes are necessarily acquiring more of the outward
forms and habits of civilization and Christianity every day,
and many of those engaged in the domestic service of white
households, and those living in towns, and the denser and more
commercial communities, are growing intelligent, religious and
moral, T must doubt if this is the casc with the mass. [ think they
lose as much that is desirable of their original savage virtue from
the influence of Slavery, as they gain in character from the influ-
ence of Christianity, Manliness, reliability, natural sense of and
respect for that which is noble, sclf-respect and responsibility to
conscience, and the natural affections, are all dissipated under
the influence of Slavery, and are poorly compensated for by
the mixture of formalism and irrational, idolatrous mysticisms,
which generally passes with them for Christianity. | am aware
that the opinion of most of the religious people of the South
does not agree with that which I have been led to form. That
of the majority of slaveholders and of all classes, hawever, 5o far
as [ could judge, does so.

There are very, very few Southerners who are not deter-
minedly opposed to the indefinite improvement and elevation
of the negroes. If this is doubted, ask any Southerner what is his



THE SOUTH NO. 47 o7

private opinion with regard to the destiny in the future of the
CGulf States, and ten to one, if his answer is made freely and can-
didly, he will be obliged 1o admit that his view s incompatble
with any great degree of intelligence on the part of the negroes.
It is the general beliet that in the great cotton, sugar and nce
districts, Slavery will, and should, be indefinitely perpetuated.
Ignorance and indolence of mind, and want of ambition, energy
and intellectual capacity to struggle for freedom, are rightly
considered necessary to Slavery.

With reqard to the instruction of Slaves, it 1s well known that in
the majority of the Staves it is forbidden by law to teach them 1o
read and write. Nevertheless, with women and children, higher
law notions seem to prevail, and it is not uncommon to find
that some of the domestic servants of a family have been taught
to read by their mistresses or white playfellows. To express my
mformation as definitely as possible, I should roughly guess
that one in five of all the household servants, and that one in
one hundred of the field-hands on the plantations of the South,
might be able to read haltingly. Half of this number might be
able to write intelligibly to themselves. In certain Districts the
proportion is much larger,

In this series of letters (which will be concluded with the
next number) it has been a minor object with me to show the
peculiarities of character and the habits of the Southerners, by
descnbing what appeared wo me remarkable in their manner of
life and conversation. This class of my observations has been
confined, in a great degree, to the less intelligent and cultivated
people. It remains for me only to give my conclusions with
regard to their condition in general,

It is estimated by a Southern writer, that five-sevenths of the
whole white population of the South are non-slaveholders, Of
course, this body has the political power to entirely control the
destiny of the Slave States. Less informaton has, nevertheless,
been usually given by travelers with regard to them, than the
wealthy and hospitable propnetary—and their condition and
character is nearly always entirely ignored by Southerners them-
selves in arguing the advantages of their slave system.,

So far as they can be treated of as a class, the non-slavehold-
ers are unambidous, indolent, degraded and illiterate—are a
dead peasantry so far as they affect the industrial position of the
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South. That they are illiterate, will not only have been evident
to the readers of the Times, from observatons I have given, but
may be proved from official statistics, Notwithstanding the con-
stant and immense influx of an uneducated pauper class from
Europe into the Northern States, the proportion of those who
cannot sign their names to Marnage contracts and other legal
papers, is much greater in every Slave Stare than in any North-
ern State—so far as the facts have been made known. 1 am
writing in a steamboat, fast aground in the Cumberland River,
and cannot refer to the authorities—but they are to be found
in all good libraries, and are essentially accurate and reliable.

With regard to their moral condition, 1 have several times
made inquiries of physicians—who almost alone of the educated
class, have anv valuable knowledge of them—and have invari-
ably been informed that the number of illegiumate children
among them was very grear; and that many of those living to-
gether as man and wife, are never ceremonially married.

That they are non-producers, except of the necessaries of
their own existence, is evident from their miserable habitations
and other indications of hopeless poverty. I have just been in
conversation with a gentleman of Georgia (much the most en-
terprising of the Southern States) who is rerurning home after
spending the Summer at the North. He observes with regard to
the white laboring ¢class: “Poor people in our country seem 1o
care for nothing more than to just get a living. We cannot get
rthemn to wark steady, even if we give them high wages. As soon
as they have earned any money, they quit, and will not go to
work again until they have spent it.” Of course, as he says, there
are some exceptions, but what is the exception at the South is
the rule where labor in general is voluntary and not forced.

I have heretafore explained the reason of this—the degrada-
tion of all labor which is affected by Slavery. It was very con-
cisely explained to me by a white working mechanic ro-day—a
foreigner, who had worked at the North, and lately moved to
the South to obtain higher wages, but who was returning to the
North again, dissatisfied. “Why, you see, 5ir, no man will work
along side of a nigger, if he can help it. It’s too much like as if
he was a slave himself.”

The mode of life of the greater part of the non-slaveholders—
the poor white people in the country—at the South, seems 1o
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be much the same. Some of them are mere squatters, living by
sufferance on the land of others; many own a small body of
unproductive land, and in the Eastern Slave Srates especially,
a large part of them occupy a few acres of forest land, which
is let to them by the owner for a term of vears, on condition
that they clear it and perhaps otherwise improve it. They build
a small cabin or shanty, of logs, upon the ground, in which to
live, with the simplest housckeeping utensils. They raise swine
in the forest, and gencrally own a horse or a pair of cattle, and
perhaps a cow—all of the meanest description. They raise on
their clearing a meagre crop of corn and a few potatoes, and
this, with the game theyv shoot, furnishes them with food. The
women spin and weave, and make most of their clothing. When
the land reverts to the owner, they may continue to occupy it
by paying him a sharc (usually one-third} of the corn they raise.
They are very seldom observed at work, but are often seen, like
voung Rip Van Winkle, lounging at the door of a grocery, or
sauntering, with a gun and a dog, in the woods.

I speak not less from what I have almost evervwhere scen,
than from accounts given me by planters of the non-slavehold-
ing class of their own neighborhood, in almost every district [
have visited. [ may be wrong in supposing such to be the con-
didon of the larger part of the class, when the farmers of the
mountain regions and some fronter districts, where few slaves
arc owned, are included among them; but setting these aside,
the condition of the majority of the remainder cannot be much,
if any superior, to that indicated in my description.

I think I have had as good means of knowing, and of painfully
appreciating the evils which arise from excessive competition, to
the laborers of the North, as any man, and 1 cannot hesitate in
affirming that there is no class in the Free States, with the excep-
tion of recent immigrants and vicums of intemperance, whose
condition is not far better than that of the non-slaveholding
population of the South. I do not forger the occasional distress
of factory hands and mechanics, crowded in large towns. [ have
been informed of similar distress reaching to an equally painful
peint in manufacturing towns of the South. The real differ-
ence seems to be that the Southern work-people, hoping for
less, are less demonstrative of their suffering. The only apology
that I can find for the assumption constantly made by almost
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all Southern gendemen and by Mrs. Tyler, that evils similar to
those arising from over-competition arc never found in Slave
countries, is the fact of the very slight acquaintance they usually
have with the vagabonds that surround them. I have hardly
visited a single planter, however, who did not complain of the
annoyance which the vagrant and dishonest habits of some of
his poor neighbors gave him.

The unfortunate condition and characrer of these people, so
far as they differ from those of the laboring class of the North,
is mainly the direct effect of Slavery, and their material, moral
and intellectual elevation will be commensurate with that of the
negroes. Their ignorance and the vulgar prejudice and jealousy
of low minds at present generally prevent their perception of
this fact. They may, however, at some future tme become a
“dangerous class,” as they now are a useful one to Southern
legislators. Railroads, Manufactures and other enterprnises, nec-
essary to be encouraged for the prosperity of the South, will be
of more value to them than would be even the gift of common
schools. There is no life withour intelligence—no intelligence
without ambition.
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“THE DUTY OF GOVERNMENT TO THESE NEGROES™:
MARCH 1862

To Abrahawm Lincoln

1.S. Sanitary Commission
Adams House, 244 F. 5t
Washington, D March 8th 1862
Dear 5ir
At the request of several gentlemen—I mention Df Howe,
Prof’ Bache, DF Bellows and G W Curtis—]I shall offer you my
thoughts about the management of the negroes at Port Roval.
That | can suppose it worthy of a moment of your time 15 O
be accounted for simply by the fact that it chances to be more
mature than most men’s thoughts on this subject can be, the
occasion which has arisen having been practically anticipared
by me several vears ago.
Aside from military considerations, the duty and function
of government with regard to the negroces is included in and
limited by these two propositions:

1. To save the lives of the negroes, except possibly as death
may be a natural punishment of neglect of duty.

2. To train or educate them in a few simple, essental and
fundamental social duties of free men in civilized life: as, first, to
obtain each for himself the necessities of life, independently of
charity: second, to regard family obligations; third, to substitute
for subordination to the will of their former owners, submission
ta Laws—or rules of social comity with the understanding that
these are designed to correspond to the natural laws of their
happiness; 4th, to discriminate berween just authority under
the Laws as above, and despotic authority—between the duty
of obedience to administrators of law and obedience to masters
by mighr.

I do not know that there are any more than these: if there
are, they should be clearly defined before they are sought to be
inculcated by the use of the money or agents of government.

Whaever is entrusted with the administration of the duty of
government to these negrocs should be under 1o necessity or
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temptation to engage in purcly philanthropic, benevolent or
charitable duties roward them,

It the two classes of duties [ governmental and charitable) are
not absolurely inconsistent one with another, the exercise of
the latter by the same person with the former will do much to
maintain a confusion of ideas which exists in the minds of the
negrocs and from which it is a large part of the duty of gov-
crnment as an cconomic operation to freec them, It should be
laid down as an absolute rule that government will do nothing
merely for charity. The negroes are not to be in the least fed &
clothed for charity but because either they are expected to be
valuable to the state, and for that purpose their lives must be
conserved, or because it is racitly agreed upon between every
civilized man and the community to which he attaches himself
that in dire extremity of mistortune he shall not want protec-
tion against the coup de grace of cold & hunger. To accomplish
these points, the agent of gov' should have the means within
his control beyond all peradventure:

1 To place within the reach—upon proper conditions—aof
cach negro, what is barely necessary for the support of his life.
The limit of expenditure for this purpose should be strictly de-
fined and the agent should be rgidly and accurately held within
it, but within it there should be nothing left doubttul.

2 To offer employment and wages to cach negro which will
enable those who are diligent to provide something more than
what is barely necessarv for the support of life; which will, for
instance, at least enable parents to provide for their children’s
necessiry.

A very moderate sum to be artainable by cach laborer daily
will suffice for this; but the sum however large in the aggregare
should be provided bevond any possibility of failure; otherwise
the second proposition will fail and the unsuccesstul atremprs
to realize it will accomplish results precisely the opposite to
those required.

It would be betrer tor the state, and more mercitul to the
negroes to guillotne them at once, than to educate them by any
means in beggary, distrust of themselves and cowardly hatred
of the first duries of freedom.

sgrd. Fred. Law Olmsted
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“"OPEN AIR GYMMNASIUMS™: APRIL IRGO
To Robert Treat Paine

sth April, 18390
My dear Mr. Paine:—

I have just received vour note of the 4th instant.

As | may not be able to attend the meeting to which you
invite me, [ wish to express the interest that I have long had in
the subject to be considered.

You are aware that five years ago, | had a map and table
prepared, showing the location, area and other particulars, of
nearly two hundred parcels of public land in Boston and its im-
mediate suburbs, many of these being, it is understood, lands
which have come into the possession of the City under some
legal process, wholly unimproved, and, in their present condi-
ton, uscless. With regard to them, I urged at the ome that
“many are well situared for play grounds for school children,
and could be adapted to that use at moderate expense; while
others, smaller, even single house lots, would be available for
open air gymnasiums.” This statement was laid by the Park
Commissioners before the City Council and widely published,
and I have, on various occasions since, drawn the attention of
the Mayor, Park Commissioners, School Committee and others
to the matter.

I hope that special consideraton may be given to the question
of the desirability of open air gymnasiums expressly for the
physical training ot school children. The Charlesbank Gymna-
sium is designed for the benefit more particularly of working
men of sedentary occupations, and ordinarily, under the rules of
the Park Commission, school children are not admitted o use
the apparatus with which it is furnished. But, by special arrange-
ment, the School Committee last vear had squads of boys sent
to it from certain schools, at regular intervals, for several weeks,
and an experiment was made in training these boys under a
competent instructor. I do not know that a report of the result
has been published, but [ was personally informed, both by the
instructor and by the president of the School Commirtee, that
it was most promising. If so, should not the question be well



TO ARCHIE CAMPBELL FISK o77

considered whether suitable provision for such training, both
for boys and girls, might not be made at several points in the
City, at convenient distance from the school houses, as a part
of its regular educational system? I am under the impression
that the space required at each point would be small, thar suit-
able ground could be sclected from public properties thar are
now uscless, and that the apparatus needed would not be very
costly. If nothing more is done immediately, might it not be
well, before any of these picces of land are otherwise disposed
of, to have certain of the more suitable of them sclected and an
assignment of these secured for the purpose?

The I'ark Commissioners are intending this Summer to pre-
pare a small, open-air gymnasium for women and girls under a
plan that has been approved by Dr. Sargent, and if this should
be found to work well, it is probable that it will be the forerun-
ner of others.

I am, dear Mr Paine,

Yours Very Truly

Fred® Law Olmsted

Library Company of the Baltimore Bar | 100 North Calvert Street, Room 618, Mitchell
Courthouse, Baltimore, MD 21202

Unsubscribe jwbennett1840@gmail.com

Update Profile |Constant Contact Data Notice

Sent byjwbennett@barlib.orgin collaboration
with

@ Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!


http://www.constantcontact.com/legal/about-constant-contact
mailto:jwbennett@barlib.org
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&nav=530229c5-f2fa-4758-8c6a-d68a58ea5d8b
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&nav=530229c5-f2fa-4758-8c6a-d68a58ea5d8b

