
 

ADVANCE SHEET – July 4, 2025

             President's Letter

In view of recent controversies over college admissions and the student loan program,
we tender herewith a biographical sketch of Senator Justin Morrill, whose designs for
vocational education differed from those now current.

George W. Liebmann

 

Sometimes Sketchy Is Good

Although it is difficult to get unanimous agreement on any subject, perhaps one that
comes fairly close is the manner in which the courtroom sketches done by Beth Otter
that adorn various walls of the Mitchell Courthouse have enhanced the appearance of
the corridors in which they reside.  The good news is that we are in the final stages of
having additional sketches placed in the hall outside of Room 504 (The George



William Brown Room).  So now, when you are going to one of the multitude of
gatherings that are held there, you will have even more to look forward to as well as
look at.  Just watch your step. 

If you would like to “get in on the action,” I suggest that you visit the Bar Library’s
Web Page at www.barlib.org and go to the Galleries link to the left of the Page. 
Hover over it until a number of selections come up, then click on Courtroom Sketches,
which will in turn bring up 555 sketches.  See something you like, and how is it
possible not to, we can arrange to have it framed for you and for just a $100 charge, it’s
yours.  You can call me at 410-727-0280 or reach me by by e-mail at
jwbennett@barlib.org.

    Joe Bennett
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Happy Birthday U.S.A.

I do not like birthdays.  To be more precise, it is my birthday that I am referring to, the
annual commemoration that I am in fact another year older.  Really do not see anything
to celebrate about that.  “Three cheers for the continuing diminution of whatever
cerebral or physical attributes I might have at one time possessed?”  
      
For a country, however, age is not synonymous with decline.  Each year presents as
much as anything, an opportunity for growth: to learn from those 365 days: to see how
things should and should not be done.   The key is observation and extrapolation, or in
the words of George Santayana "Those who cannot remember the past are condemned
to repeat it."  In 1948, before the House of Commons, Winston Churchill phrased it as
"Those who fail to learn from history are doomed to repeat it." 

Much has changed in the United States since 1776.  Some might posit that a more
accurate statement might be that everything has changed, but I do not believe that to be
an accurate assessment of the case.  The principles that this country were founded on
are as relevant and cherished today as they were 249 years ago.  Where problems have
arisen is the means by which those principles and goals are to be pursued and
obtained.  We have never been a people particularly good at seeing the other point of
view.  Perhaps that’s a good thing.  More often than not compromise both in the history
of our country as well as the world at large, has led less to success and more to disaster.

So, in between the hot dogs and smores, try to remember what an honor it is to be an
American.  If you disagree, say so.  As an American, it’s your right to do so: a right, by



the way, that many around the rest of the world do not have.  Perhaps that’s why so
many still want to come here.  Anyway, Happy Birthday America, you don’t look a day
over 240.       

Speaking of not looking their age, how about that Baltimore Bar Library?  Since 1840,
the Library has been guided, like the United States, by the principles that it was
founded on.  The means have changed, but the goal remains the same: providing the
bench and bar what is needed to best achieve their legal objectives.  With the Harry A.
Cole Self-Help Center those that the Library seeks to serve has grown to include the
self-represented.  I ask for your continued support to help us in our efforts.  Library
support furthers your interests as well as the interests of justice, which is the essence of
what this most noble of professions is all about.

I look forward to seeing you soon.
    

    Joe Bennett
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