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​President's Letter

In this issue, we present Severn Teackle Wallis’ tribute to Baltimore’s greatest
philanthropist, George Peabody (1795-1869).  After Wallis delivered a memorial
address in Baltimore, he was invited to re-deliver it before a joint session of the
Maryland General Assembly in Annapolis, an astonishing tribute to Peabody.  The
legislature specially assembled in the gas-light era to hear the tribute.

Wallis’ oratory partook of the over-ripeness fashionable in the gilded age.  Peabody
began his career in Baltimore, departing for London in 1837; monuments to him exist
in both places.  His philanthropies in London centered on housing; in the United States
on the Peabody Institute and Conservatory, the centerpiece of Mt. Vernon Place,
perhaps America’s most architecturally notable public square.  His largest single
American philanthropy was the Peabody Education Trust created in 1867-68 which
was one of the two major contributors to the education of blacks in the South (the other
being the Julius Rosenwald Trust established after the First World War) a matter of
indifference to many Southern state governments at a time when public education was
only starting to be promoted.  In his unpublished and abortive concurring opinion in
Brown v.  Board of Education, Justice Robert Jackson would have grounded the
overruling opinion on the rise from 10% literacy to almost universal literacy among
blacks, a rationale perhaps more convincing to the South than the Court’s reliance on
Kenneth Clark’s paper doll experiments.

Severn Wallis, unlike his friends George William Brown and Roger Taney, was a
defender of Southern secession, though he opposed Maryland’s secession as not in the
State’s interest.  He was imprisoned along with Brown for 14 months during the Civil
War.  He is regarded as a leading founder of the Maryland State Bar Association, but is
today most remembered for the fact that the Duchess of Windsor was named after
him.  

George W. Liebmann
 



 

A Chip Off The Old Block

The major League Baseball draft was this past Tuesday and the Orioles of Baltimore
had the first selection. You obtain the first pick by being the worst team in baseball
during the course of the previous season. It was the second time in the last four drafts
the Orioles had earned the distinction. In my youth, many years ago, they would
usually pick toward the end: in 1967 and 1971 last, in 1970, 1972 and 1980,
regrettably, next to last.
 
With their selection the Orioles drafted Jackson Holliday, the son of a former major
league all-star. Many thought the selection might be Druw Jones, the son of another
former star player, Andruw Jones of the Atlanta Braves.  
 
Baseball has a tradition of fathers and sons. One of the more famous examples is that
of the Boone family. Ray was followed to the majors by his son Bob who in turn saw
two of his sons play in the big leagues, Bret and Aaron. The latter is the current
manager of the New York Yankees. The Boones, fun fact to know, are direct
descendants of the legendary Daniel Boone.  
 
Another profession with a history of children following their parents is the law. In my
office is a safe that once belonged to local Baltimore attorney Philip L. Sykes. Rumor
has it that his son Melvin J. also became a lawyer. In Baltimore we have seen the likes
of Harry Levin and his son Marshall Levin; George L. Russell, Jr. and his son George
L. Russell, III; and Charles H. Dorsey, Jr. and his son Charles H. Dorsey, III. I have
had the pleasure of knowing many of these individuals and they were and are amongst
the nicest and most competent lawyers and judges you could ever hope to meet.
 
 In order to insure that your sons and daughters have access to a first rate collection of
legal materials, databases and services, I ask for your continued support of the Bar



Library by way of your memberships and donations. An institution that has existed
before many of our families even came to this continent, can go only so far as your
support will allow it to. The Bar Library, owing to the largesse that has been bestowed
upon it over the years, does indeed have much to offer. I ask that you please stop by for
a tour if you have forgotten just how much.
 
Take care and I hope to see you soon.
 

  Joe Bennett
    

 



 





















































































Jacob Stein took part in the Bar Library Lecture Series on January 21, 2009 with a
presentation on “Perjury, False Statements & Obstruction of Justice.” Generous with
his time, Mr. Stein was generous in other ways as well as indicated by the language in
the preface to the third volume of Legal Spectator from which the following was taken.
Mr. Stein wrote "This book is not copyrighted. Its contents may be reproduced without
the express permission of, but with acknowledgement to, the author. Take what you
want and as much as you want." The works featured in the Legal Spectator, originally
appeared in the Washington Lawyer, the American Scholar, the Times Literary
Supplement, the Wilson Quarterly, and the ABA Litigation Section's publication. I



want to thank former Bar Library Board of Director Henry R. Lord for his time and
efforts in reviewing the writings of Mr. Stein for inclusion in the Advance Sheet.
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