
 

ADVANCE SHEET – August 30, 2024

President's Letter

We here reproduce a lecture by our founder George William Brown entitled

The Old World And The New. It has seemed to me that Brown's influence was

responsible for the imitation of the German research universities at Johns

Hopkins, since Daniel Coit Gilman had not followed their example while at the

University of California.

George W. Liebmann
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How Much Is A Picture Worth Again?

      For as long as I can remember, amongst the first faces I would see each
morning as the elevator doors would open to the sixth floor of the Mitchell
Courthouse, for my walk down the hall to the front door of the Bar Library, were
those of the retired judges of what was then the Supreme Bench of Baltimore
City.  One recent morning however, the doors opened and they were not
there.  It was a different group, that of the more recently retired judges, most of
them having served on the Circuit Court for Baltimore City.  Somehow I had
gotten off on the fifth floor, which is where these jurists "hung" out.  No, it was
six.  There had been, in the words of Billy Higgins, "some changes made." 
Although not on the level of Yorktown, I found myself humming "The World
Turned Upside Down."  To be honest, there are still mornings when I think I
have gotten off on five.

      On the whole, however, I am pleased with the new reconfiguration, in that,
many of the faces I now see are ones that I am personally familiar with, both
for their service on the Bench as well as on the Bar Library Board.  The list of
those that have served on the Library Board is significant and symbolic of the
strong ties that have generally prevailed between the Court and the Library. 
Past Directors that I have the opportunity to see each morning are Hon. Stuart
R. Berger; Hon. M. Albert Figinski; Hon. Joseph H. H. Kaplan; Hon. Joseph I.
Pines; Hon. Carol E. Smith and Hon. Gary I. Strausberg.  Current Directors
now "residing" on the sixth floor are Hon. Robert M. Bell and Hon. Ellen L.
Hollander.     

      I am grateful for the service of these men and women to the Court and to
the Library.  I think we sometimes forget just how meaningful it is.  For the
portraits that provide a reminder, I am grateful as well.

      I look forward to seeing you soon.
    Joe Bennett
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