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​President's Letter

The arguments concerning what to do about rogue rulers are as old as history, and are
certainly contemporary. On the one hand are those who believe that political
distempers should find political cures, through such means as impeachment,
investigation and exposure, summary execution incident to victory in war, defeat at
elections, or the ‘truth and reconciliation’ commissions used in South Africa and some
Latin American countries. On the other are those favoring trials by national or
international courts, including many lawyers who, as Judge Henry Friendly once
observed, are instinctively attracted to due process like dogs in heat. The historian Jill
Lepore has noted the criminalization of American politics in the last several
administrations, even though the binary nature of trials can lead to either vindication or
martyrdom and the prospect of them can make rulers reluctant to relinquish office.
Sometimes the purposes merge; the value of the Nuremberg trials is sometimes said to
arise not from the sentencing of a dozen second-level Nazi leaders, the ‘Big Four’
having committed suicide, but in Justice Jackson's eloquent opening and closing
speeches and in the assembly of a published documentary record rendering Holocaust
denial unfeasible and aiding the judgment of history.

We here tender three notable reflections on these matters. The first is a chapter from
Political Justice (Princeton University Press, 1956) by Professor Otto Kirchheimer, a
German refugee scholar and notable member of the pre-Nazi Frankfurt School of
political science. The second are two chapters from Professor Philip Kurland's
Watergate and the Constitution  dealing with the role of congressional investigations
and special counsel in that affair. The third is Senator Robert Taft's speech at Kenyon
College on the Nuremberg trials, the ambivalent reaction to which is said to have cost
him a Presidential nomination while earning him a chapter in John F. Kennedy's
Profiles in Courage.

George W. Liebmann

The length and file size of the material necessitated that it be divided.  The material
from Professor Kirchheimer appeared in the last issue of the Advance Sheet and may
be viewed by going to the Library’s Web Page a t www.barlib.org, clicking on the
Information Tab and then on the Newsletter Button once it appears.  Past issues going
back to 2016 may be found there.  The material from Professor Kurland and Senator
Taft appears in this issue.   -  J.B.

 

http://www.barlib.org


The United States Marshals Service
Through the Eyes of A U.S. Marshal 

On Wednesday, September 7, 2022, at 12:30 p.m., Johnny L. Hughes, the United
States Marshal for the District of Maryland will speak on the United States Marshals
Service and the District Of Maryland.  He will recount the role the Service played in
numerous cases including their involvement in the 2002 D.C., Maryland., Virginia
Sniper Case.  Please join us for what should be a fascinating afternoon as Marshal
Hughes talks to us about the Marshals Service and recounts almost a half century in
law enforcement.  The program will be in-person as well as by way of Zoom.

Johnny L. Hughes is the United States Marshal for the District of Maryland.  He was
appointed by President George W. Bush and confirmed by the United States Senate on
February 8, 2002.  Prior to becoming United States Marshal, Mr. Hughes was Director
of the National High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Congressional Affairs and Public
Information Office under the office of National Drug Control Policy.  He was
appointed to that position July 1, 1996.  Hughes began his law enforcement career on
July 10, 1967, as a trooper with the Maryland State Police, retiring at the rank of Major
on June 30, 1996.  Major Hughes worked in numerous assignments and held several
command positions with the Maryland State Police.  Hughes has extensive experience
in congressional affairs work and has testified on law enforcement and criminal justice
matters on Capitol Hill.  He has served on several local, state and federal boards,
committees and commissions.  Hughes was the recipient of the United States Attorney
General's Special Commendation Award in 1993, and recipient of the National Law
Enforcement Council Achievement Award in 1992.  A family man, Marshal Hughes is
the father of Michael and David Hughes, both former Maryland State Troopers. 
Michael was shot in the line of duty and is now medically retired from the Maryland
State Police while David is currently a Supervisory Special Agent with the Drug
Enforcement Administration.

Time: 12:30 p.m., Wednesday, September 7, 2022, with the Library’s famous wine &
cheese reception immediately following.  
'
R.S.V.P.: If you would like to attend telephone the Library at 410-727-0280 or reply
by e-mail to jwbennett@barlib.org.  Please remember to indicate whether you will be
attending in-person or by way of Zoom.  If you are joining us remotely, a Zoom link
will be forwarded the week of the program.   

mailto:jwbennett@barlib.org


 
 

Wonderful Times

By the time the next issue of the Advance Sheet “hits the newsstand,” schools will
have reopened.  When I was young, the first day of school was always the day after
Labor Day, a holiday I have ambivalent feelings about to this day.

Several years ago, there was an ad campaign where a group of ecstatic looking parents
made their way through a store buying school supplies while their crestfallen children
trailed behind them.  The music that played in the background was “It’s the Most
Wonderful Time of the Year,” the old holiday standard by Andy Williams.

I always hated that commercial.  My wife would be amused as I invariably yelled at the
television “If you don’t want to be around your children, you shouldn’t have had
them.”

For most parents, the day comes when their children go off, but unlike school, do not
come back at the end of the day.  For my wife and I, that day has come four times in
the guise of marriages and a military enrollment.  When the children visit, which is
frequent, I know in fact what a “wonderful time” really is all about.

Wonderful times can be achieved in a myriad of ways, including professional
accomplishments.  Winning that first case, that big case, or obtaining a result that
looked unobtainable.  Developing a case, like raising a child, requires hard work. 
Positive outcomes just do not happen.  Although we cannot offer a lot of help with
your children, we can with your case.  Comprehensive services and collections offered
by the Library can put you where you need to be.  It’s affordable, it’s complete, it’s the
Bar Library.  In the words of another ad campaign “Try It, You’ll Like It.”  I guarantee
it.

I look forward to seeing you soon.



  Joe Bennett
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