
 

ADVANCE SHEET – August 16, 2024

President's Letter

We here reproduce a lecture by our founder, George William Brown, on the

duties of the legal profession.

George W. Liebmann

 

 

There's No Place Like Home

https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=5ee67afc-5d9a-4f5b-9009-9111a735aeb4


      I was listening to the radio a few weeks ago when I heard a song by
someone I was unfamiliar with named Laci Kaye Booth.  The song is called
"Used To You" and the lyric that caught my attention is "You're the road that I
know, your name sounds like home."  What a wonderful expression of love.  I
have always been a proponent of who over where, i.e., where you are is not
nearly so important as who you are with.  When you are with the right person,
where you happen to be really means very little.  A one bedroom apartment
and a trip to the Jersey Shore for the day tops a palatial mansion and a trip to
Maui for a month.  

      For over thirty years now my wife has been my home and in the words of
Dorothy "There's no place like home."  I am a most fortunate man in many
ways, however, and a substantial part of it is that when I am away from home, I
have a most splendid home away from home, the Baltimore Bar Library.  It is
that most wonderful of combinations of form and function.  I could say that you
would have to look a long time to find a library as elegant as the Bar Library,
but the truth of the matter is that I am not sure that library exists.  As far as
what it has to offer other than the way it looks, there are collections from
electronic to print, services from remote to in-person, events from lectures to
movies, and as they say in those infomercials, there's much, much more.  I
suggest that you stop by and see for yourself.  Do not make assumptions about
what the Library is or what it has to offer.  You would have never gotten to
where you are in your life and career by doing that sort of thing.

      I look forward to seeing you soon.
    Joe Bennett  

 



An Unholy Traffic

      On October 22, 2020, Prof. Robert Colby, then of Christopher Newport
University, now of the University of Mississippi, took part in the Bar Library
Lecture series presenting “The Domestic Slave Trade During The American
Civil War.”  He has now published his account in a work entitled An Unholy
Traffic (Oxford University Press available thru Amazon).  The work has
received many fine reviews including that of Prof. Richard Bell, author of
Stolen: Five Free Boys Kidnapped into Slavery and Their Astonishing Odyssey
Home”—“Robert Colby's sparkling new history of Confederate slave trading
during the Civil War shows us just how far some American enslavers would go
to perpetuate their so-called right to hold property in people. It reveals, too, the
central role of the Confederate state in enabling these wartime dealers in
human flesh, as well as the undaunted courage of those they traded to try to
free themselves any way they could. This is the book we've been waiting for!”
(Prof. Bell spoke on his book here at the Library on February 28, 2023). 

 

It’s Movie Time - (Almost)

      The Bar Library movie series will return in September (date to be
determined) with the showing of ...  I was thinking of two possibilities Dr.
Strangelove or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb or, how is
this for something completely opposite, Marty.  What do all of you think?  One
or the other, or perhaps another film.  I look forward to hearing from you and
seeing you in September.  Send me your thoughts at jwbennett@barlib.org.

    Joe Bennett
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