
 

ADVANCE SHEET – August 5, 2022

​President's Letter

The arguments concerning what to do about rogue rulers are as old as history, and are
certainly contemporary. On the one hand are those who believe that political
distempers should find political cures, through such means as impeachment,
investigation and exposure, summary execution incident to victory in war, defeat at
elections, or the ‘truth and reconciliation’ commissions used in South Africa and some
Latin American countries. On the other are those favoring trials by national or
international courts, including many lawyers who, as Judge Henry Friendly once
observed, are instinctively attracted to due process like dogs in heat. The historian Jill
Lepore has noted the criminalization of American politics in the last several
administrations, even though the binary nature of trials can lead to either vindication or
martyrdom and the prospect of them can make rulers reluctant to relinquish office.
Sometimes the purposes merge; the value of the Nuremberg trials is sometimes said to
arise not from the sentencing of a dozen second-level Nazi leaders, the ‘Big Four’
having committed suicide, but in Justice Jackson's eloquent opening and closing
speeches and in the assembly of a published documentary record rendering Holocaust
denial unfeasible and aiding the judgment of history.

We here tender three notable reflections on these matters. The first is a chapter from
Political Justice (Princeton University Press, 1956) by Professor Otto Kirchheimer, a
German refugee scholar and notable member of the pre-Nazi Frankfurt School of
political science. The second are two chapters from Professor Philip Kurland's
Watergate and the Constitution  dealing with the role of congressional investigations
and special counsel in that affair. The third is Senator Robert Taft's speech at Kenyon
College on the Nuremberg trials, the ambivalent reaction to which is said to have cost
him a Presidential nomination while earning him a chapter in John F. Kennedy's
Profiles in Courage.

George W. Liebmann

Due to the length and file size of the Kirchheimer chapter, the material from Professor
Kurland and Senator Taft will appear in the next issue of the Advance Sheet. - J.B.
 



 
 

Thanks For Letting Us Know

In the last issue of the Advance Sheet there appeared an article entitled “A Chip Off
The Old Block,” in which we listed a number of Baltimore families where sons had
followed their fathers into the legal profession.   The proverbial ink had barely dried
when a friend and member of the Library’s Board told me I had forgotten a member of
the Bar Library family, the Honorable Charles E. Moylan, Jr., who has served on the
Library’s Board since 2012.  Judge Moylan served as the State’s Attorney for
Baltimore City from 1964 to 1970 and on the Court of Special Appeals from 1970 to
2000.  For the past twenty-two years he has continued to sit as a “senior judge.”  His
brother, Daniel W. Moylan served on the Washington County Circuit Court from 1982
to 1997.  Presently, Judge Daniel Moylan's son Daniel P. Moylan is a Partner with the
firm of Zuckerman Spaeder, while his daughter, Dana Moylan Wright is a member of
the Washington County Circuit Court.   Batting leadoff for the Moylan family,
however, was Charles E. Moylan, Sr., who in addition to being a pilot in the Naval
Flying Corps during World War I, served on the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City
from 1943 to 1967.

I had barely finished hearing about the Moylan family, when someone brought to my
attention the Fine family.  Not one, two or three generations, but four.  Melvin Fine
was followed by Howard, Stanley and Robert Fine who were followed by Richard and
Alex Fine who have been followed by Mitchell Fine.  My question to all of you of
course is “Do I hear five?” Let me know and next issue I will let our readers know.

Letting us know, about this matter and all others is what drives us here at the Library. 
Knowing what you need, knowing how we can help, that is in fact what we are all
about.  The Library has a great deal to offer in the way of services and collections.  All
of it is meaningless, however, unless we hear from you, or better yet, have you drop
by.

I look forward to seeing you soon. 
  Joe Bennett
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