
 
      

Family Law & Practice Appreciation Night 
Wine & Cheese Reception 

 
Please join us as we welcome Prof. Clare Huntington of the Fordham University School of Law 
and author of Failure to Flourish: How Law Undermines Family Relationships.  Also 
scheduled to speak are the Honorable Yvette M. Bryant, Judge In-Charge of the Family Division 
of the Circuit Court for Baltimore City and Julie Ellen Landau, Esquire, one of Baltimore’s 
premier family law practitioners. 

Failure to Flourish: Exploring the connection between families and inequality, Failure to 
Flourish argues that the legal regulation of families stands fundamentally at odds with the needs 
of families. Strong, stable, positive relationships are essential for both individuals and society to 
flourish, but from transportation policy to the criminal justice system, and from divorce rules to 
the child welfare system, the legal system makes it harder for parents to provide children with 
these kinds of relationships, exacerbating the growing inequality in America.  Failure to 
Flourish contends that we must re-orient the legal system to help families avoid crises and, when 
conflicts arise, intervene in a manner that heals relationships. To understand how wrong our 
family law system has gone and what we need to repair it, Failure to Flourish takes us from 
ancient Greece to cutting-edge psychological research, and from the chaotic corridors of local 
family courts to a quiet revolution under way in how services are provided to families in need. 
Incorporating the latest insights of positive psychology and social science research, the book sets 
forth a new, more emotionally intelligent vision for a legal system that not only resolves conflict 
but actively encourages the healthy relationships that are at the core of a stable society. 

WHEN:  Tuesday, June 7, 2016  -  5:30 P.M. 
 
WHERE:  The Clarence M. Mitchell, Jr. Courthouse (100 North Calvert Street)  
              In the Baltimore Bar Library’s Main Reading Room (Room 618) 
 
INVITEES: All are invited to this free event. 

 

RESERVATIONS: May be made at the Library, by telephone or e-mail.  We ask, for the 
purpose of ordering refreshments, to please let us know if you think you might be attending.  For 
more information telephone 410-727-0280 or e-mail us at jwbennett@barlib.org.   


