TWO COMMEMORATIONS

“[1]f the authority which the Constitution has confided to the judiciary department and
judicial officers may thus upon any pretext or under any circumstances be usurped by the
military power at its discretion, the people of the United States are no longer living under
a Government of laws, but every citizen holds life, liberty, and property at the will and
pleasure of the army officer in whose military district he may happen to be found.”

Chief Justice Roger Brooke Taney - From Ex parte Merryman - May 25, 1861

“Are all the laws, but one, to go unexecuted, and the government itself to go to pieces,
lest that one be violated?”

President Abraham Lincoln — A message to Congress — July 4, 1861

-
Read the thoughts and reflections of a distinguished assemblage of judges, historians I
and lawyers on a case that is as historically and jurisprudentially relevant as when it ,
was decided 150 years ago.
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