








Marshall portrait was loaned to the
Walters Art Gallery for display. It was
reportedly insured for $50,000 at the
time of shipping. Soon after it was re­
turned to the Court House.

In the early 1950's, work was com·
menced to reconstruct and renovate the
Coun House. The portrait was again
taken down, this time to be put away.
in a side room for safe-keeping while
construction work was proceeding.

One day in 1954, while storing ladders
in the same room where the portrait was
located, some maintenance men acd­
dentally punched a large hole in the

canvas. The portrait was sent to the
Walters, where experts estimated that it
would cost $1200 to repair Ihe canvas.
The possibility of eliminating the torn
portion of the portrait by cutting it down
to bust size was considered. In the end,
nothing was done. Because no funds were
available, the portrait was returned in its
damaged stale to Ihc Court House. There
it was taken to Ihe basement, where it has
since vanished without a trace, in all
probability discarded. Not even the giant
gilt frame survives.

Today, the only likeness of the portrait
in existence is the black and white photo­
graph made in 1938.
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The Portrait of Chief Justice Taney
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Portrait of Cbief Justice Taney
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The three-quarter length portrait of
;\bryland-born Chief Justice Roger
Brooke Taney (1777-1864) which hangs
in the Maryland Room of the Bar Library
is perhaps the most valuable painting in
the Court House. It depicts the subject in
his robes on the bench in the Old Supreme
Court chamber located in the U.S. Capitol
Building. While the identity of the artist
and the year of its execution were yet
unknown, this author determiDed some
years ago that the portrait could not
have been painted before 1849, because
it shows Taney with pen in hand writing
his dissent in the Passenger Cases, sub.
nom. Smith v. Turner, 48 U.S. (7
Howard) 283 (1849). The portion quoted
on the portrait appears at page 492 of
the opinion:

"FOr all the great purposes for
which the Fednal government was
formed, we are all one people with
one common country. We are all
citizens of the United States."

In the course of an extensive aDd much­
needed restoration of tbis portrait com­
pleted by Peter Michaels in October,
1975, the original signature of the artist
was discovered along the edge of the
table in the lower right haDd corner
reading "M. K. KELLOGG, P.-BALTI­
MORE 1849." The artist, Miner Kil­
bourne Kellogg (1814-1889) was a
famous portraitist whose subjects included
Andrew Jackson, James K. Polk and
Winfield Scott. His identity had been
obscured for one hundred years, the
signature having been painted over by
well-intentioned restorers endeavoring to
cover cracks on the surface of the canvas.
Also hidden were highlights in the
Justice's robes and details in the back­
grouDd of the ponrait. The Chief Justice
may have posed for this painting: he had
blue eyes and the eyes on the portrait are
blue.



The Old Moose

The moose head on the wall of the
study at the south end o( the Library was
a gift of the law firm of Veoable,
Baetjer and Howard whcn it moved from
thc old to the new Mercantile Bank
Building. The late Edwin G. Baetjer
(1868·1945) ODe of the firm's founding
partners. bagged the trophy on a hunting
trip in Canada sometime in the late '20's
or early '30·s. At Christmastime. the
Bar Library staff decorates tbe moose's
antlers with ornaments.

The Horowitz Collection

The former office of the librarian north
of the Maryland Room houses the 3,000­
volume Horwitz Collection of legal his­
tory and philosophy. The collection is
named for Orville Horwitz, (1820-1887)
famous attorney and Bar Library mem­
ber, whose will bequeatbed the funds with
whieb these books were purchased. They
and the books in the Joseph Collection
may be borrowed by members. Orville /lorwitz. (1820-1887)

.



The Bar Library Today

With all its venerable history and deep
tradition, the Bar Library is today a
modern, functioning research library.
The small convocation of sixty-six charter
members in 1840 has swelled to a multi­
tude of over 2000. The few shelves of
books accumulated by its founders has
multiplied into a magnificent collection
of over 130,000 volumes, including all
federal and slate statutes aod reported
decisions, legal encyclopedias aod trea­
tises. Its collection of English cases and
statutes is vast and unsurpassed. Virtually
every law review published in lhe United
States is represented in its periodical col­
lection of more than 300 titles. II has a
copy of every record and brief filed in the
Maryland COurts of Appeal since 1884.
Its collection of transcripts and digests
of famous English and American trials is
rare and impressive.

1ltc Library has survived and flour­
ished by keeping pace with changing
developmems in the law and advances in
technology. Sponsorship of film and
lecture programs for its members is but
one example. Another is the use of
microfilm, which has been accepted as

a standard component of the Library's
services. Copying machines save patrons
valuable time and ink. The board of
directors recently ushered in the com­
puter age when it voted to introduce
such a system into the Library's arsenal
of research tools. Soon to become
operational on a limited scale, the com­
pUler may well revolutionize legal
scholarship and practice.

From a lone law student employed as
librarian in 1840, the Library siaff has
grown to eleven penons, including the
librarian, assistant librarian, a book·
keeper, reference librarian and clerk·
typist, plus six pages. The original budget
of $400 in 1840 has grown to almost
$350,000, which is today quite a con·
servative figure for funding the Ubracy's
many services.

On the eve of its 140th anniversary, the
Library Company of the Baltimore Bar
continues to fulfill the enduring purpose
expressed by its founders on that long ago
day in 1840: "to provide the Bench and
Bar of Baltimore with the necessary legal
resources for the successful practice of
law."
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Presidents or the Library Company of the Baltimore Bar

1. John Van Lear McMahon .

2. George William Brown

3. Arthur W. Machen, Sr.

4. J. S. T. Waters .....

5. G. W. S. Musgrave ........•.•..•......•..........

1840-1861

1861-1874

1874·1915

1915·1916

1916-1917

6. J. S. T. Waters ...........•...........•.......... 1917-1921

7. Shirley Carter ............•.............•........ 1921·1928

8. Walter H. Buck .................•..•............ 1928·1930

9. Charles C. Wallace .......•.•. _. . . . . •. • . . . . . . . .. 1930-1947

10. John D. Alexander , ..•....•.•........ 1947-1959

11. Norman P. Ramsey 1959-1962

12. Melvin J. Sykes ...........•......•....•.......... 1962-1964

13. Arthur W. Machen, Jr......•......•.•..•.......... 1964·1966

14. Fred E. Weisgal ..........•..•••.•.••••.•....... 1966-1967

IS. Robert L. Karwacki 1967-1968

16. George T. Tyler 1968-1969

17. Shale D. Stiller ..........••.•....•.•.••..•••..... 1969-1.970

18. Russell R. Reno, Jr.

19. George T. Tyler ........•.••..•.••.•..••..•......

1970-1971

1971·1973

20. Robert J. Thieblot 1973·1975

21. George W. Liebmann .....••..•.•.•....•..••...... 1975·1977

22. Lewis A. Noonberg 1977-
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