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President’s Letter 
 

The confirmation to the Supreme Court of Justice Amy Comey Barrett has led some 

commentators, including the present writer, to write about "The End of Juristocracy," the notion 

held by the Warren Court and its defenders that courts could be appropriately viewed as agencies 

of social reform.  Even the editors of the New York Times have said (Editorial, October 27, 

2020) that "a democracy in which the people's will is repeatedly thwarted by a committee of 

unelected lawyers is no democracy at all."  This has not been the view held by most in the legal 

academy, and by many journalists, for the last seventy years.  It was therefore amusing to come 

across a reflection of the philosopher Sidney Hook written at the high water mark of Warren 

Court jurisprudence in 1962: "Death and the pendulum of history are sure to place on the bench 

not merely conservatives, but illiberals."  This may be unfair to the recent appointees, but it may 

be useful to recall and reproduce two other similar warnings. 

 

The first is the 1958 Report of the Conference of State Chief Justices on Federal-State 

Relations as Affected by Judicial Decisions, the author of which was Judge Frederick W. Brune 

of our state Court of Appeals, who I served as law clerk in 1963-64.  

 

  The second is an article by the then President of the University of Chicago, Edward H. 

Levi dealing with the Court's adventures with regard to abortion and capital punishment, "The 

Collective Morality of a Maturing Society," 30 Washington and Lee Law Review 399 (1973).  

 

Readers may judge for themselves whether these warnings were prophetic or perverse. 

 

Our selected famous judicial opinion for this issue is a still topical one, the joint 

dissenting  opinion of Justices Robert Jackson, Felix Frankfurter and Owen Roberts in Screws v. 

United States,  325  U.S. 91, 138 (1946) limiting federal prosecutions for misconduct by state 

and local law enforcement officers, which echoed concerns expressed in the controlling opinion 

in that case. 

 

I have been provided by a number of my former classmates with comments on new 

television series available on Netflix, which I pass on elsewhere in this newsletter, with no 

warranties, expressed or implied. 

 

George W. Liebmann 



 

 
 

 

 

For Your Information & Entertainment 
 

Our recent much appreciated Zoom speaker, Paul Dickson (The Rise of the G.I. Army) is 

a co-participant in a podcast with James Holland, author of a much praised book on the invasion 

of Sicily in World War II, available for those interested at: 

 

https://play.acast.com/s/wehaveways/210.pauldickson 

 

 Some Netflix Suggestions, for Shut In Lawyers: 

 

The Queen’s Gambit. Starts out grim and foreboding but soon blossoms, from a novel by Walter 

Tevis. 

 

The Stranger. A horror thriller. 

 

Borgen. West Wing set in Denmark with actors on a par with the American West Wing. 

 

Babylon Berlin. Intriguing police procedural drama set in Weimar Berlin. 

 

Offspring. Australian comedy-drama about a dysfunctional but loving family. 



 

The Bodyguard. British thriller. 

 

The Romanovs. First episode especially recommended. 

 

Bosch. Los Angeles Detective. 

 

 

 

Advertising Opportunities 

 The Bar Library would like to first and foremost express its appreciation to the 

companies that have supported the Library and its efforts through the placement of 

advertisements in the Advance Sheet.  Second, however we would like to advance the possibility 

to you of placing your own ad.  With over 14,000 contacts and growing, consisting primarily of 

members of the Maryland Bar, and an average open rate for the Advance Sheet of twenty per 

cent, which is approximately twice the national average, the chance to have others hear what you 

have to say is quite good.  If, say for example, you would like to have other members of the Bar 

know your specialty, or other facts of relevance, think about running an advertisement with us.  

If you are a business with a clientele primarily consisting of lawyers, here you are.  With social 

gatherings and bar functions on hold, normal avenues for seeking potential business closed, an ad 

in the Advance Sheet could be an easy, affordable and effective method of communicating what 

you have to say.  If you would like to know more give me a call at 410-727-0280 or send an e-

mail to jwbennett@barlib.org. 

                Joe Bennett  

 

Library Company of the Baltimore Bar 
100 North Calvert Street                                                                                                                 

Room 618, Mitchell Courthouse                                                                                                  

Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Joseph W. Bennett      410-727-0280                                                    

Librarian       jwbennett@barlib.org 

      

ORDER FORM 

Please set forth the following Information: 

Company Name: ______________________________________________ 

mailto:jwbennett@barlib.org


Name: ______________________________________________________ 

Billing Address: ______________________________________________ 

Telephone Number: ___________________________________________ 

E-Mail Address: ______________________________________________ 

 

Type Of Ad: 

_____ 1/6 page – four issues - $200 

_____  1/6 page – twenty-four issues - $1,000  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



Jacob Stein took part in the Bar Library Lecture Series on January 21, 2009 with a 

presentation on “Perjury, False Statements & Obstruction of Justice.”  Generous with his time, 

Mr. Stein was generous in other ways as well as indicated by the language in the preface to the 

third volume of Legal Spectator from which the following was taken.  Mr. Stein wrote "This 

book is not copyrighted.  Its contents may be reproduced without the express permission of, but 

with acknowledgement to, the author.  Take what you want and as much as you want."  The 

works featured in the Legal Spectator, originally appeared in the Washington Lawyer, the 

American Scholar, the Times Literary Supplement, the Wilson Quarterly, and the ABA Litigation 

Section's publication.  I want to thank Bar Library Board of Director Henry R. Lord for his time 

and efforts in reviewing the writings of Mr. Stein for inclusion in the Advance Sheet.     

    


