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President’s Letter 

 
In an earlier issue, we published one of the most entertaining commentaries on alcohol 

prohibition, H. H. Walker Lewis' account of the Battle of Franklin Farms, involving the heavy-

handed federal response to the spoof of the home-made cider exception to national prohibition by 

attaching apples to a maple tree in downtown Baltimore with copious quantities of string, and 

then 'harvesting' them to produce exempt alcohol. 

 

Because of the revival of controversy over the 'drug war', we here tender three somewhat 

more serious comments on alcohol prohibition. This period gained Maryland its designation as 

'The Free State', which it has not always subsequently lived up to.  

 

The first of our offerings is a speech by Maryland Senator William Cabell Bruce, 

interesting for its description of the dramatic expansion of the underworld during Prohibition. 

The second is Governor Franklin Roosevelt's key speech on Prohibition during the 1932 election 

campaign, a fine example of Roosevelt's style. The third is a talk in our own Library by its friend 

the Mencken scholar Marion Elizabeth Rodgers on "Mencken, Ritchie, and Prohibition."  

 

If the coronavirus has not driven readers to drink, reflections on the contemporary decline 

of American political leadership may do so. 

 

These texts and others are available in a publication "Prohibition in Maryland: A 

Collection of Documents" the inventory of which has been donated to the Bar Library; it is 

available for $18.00 including postage by request to our address, 100 N. Calvert Street, 618 

Mitchell Courthouse, Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

 

George W. Liebmann 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

An Amazing Place 
 

 Although I have great pride in an institution that I have worked for since 1985, 

sometimes even I forget how amazing this place is.  I was doing a little background research for 

a friend of mine on the law of “water” when I came across an old case that referenced  A Treatise 

on the Law of Waters: Including Riparian Rights, and Public and Private Rights In Waters Tidal 

and Inland (1883) by John M. Gould.  I thought why not check the catalog, and sure enough, 

there it was.  It turned out to have an extensive discussion of the very point I was looking into.  

How comprehensive are the Library’s collections?  Included among its works on water is a 1905 

treatise entitled Roman Water Law, Translated From the Pandects Of Justinian by Eugene Ware. 

 

Yes, Westlaw has a vast amount of material in its databases, but not everything, and 

sometimes, what is not there can make a difference.  You might like to call it “The Bar Library 

Difference.” 

 

               Joe Bennett 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Place To Save 
 

Recently, a long time member of the Bar Library telephoned to talk about what we 

offered in the way of computerized legal research.  He told me that in an effort to cut costs, he 

had discontinued his subscription to Lexis.  The next day he came to the Library and I gave him 

a quick lesson in how to use Westlaw and showed him what databases were part of our plan.  He 

had a bit of a hard time comprehending just how much was now available to him.  I told him 

“good hunting,” and for the next several hours, he went at it.  Leaving, he said “I’ll see you 

tomorrow,” which in fact he did.  Think about it and perhaps “I’ll see you tomorrow.” 

 

               Joe Bennett 

 

           

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



       

                  Education In A Pandemic:                                                          

“Leading the Empowered University in a Time of Crisis” 

On Tuesday, March 9, 2021, at 6:00 p.m., Dr. Freeman A. Hrabowski, President of UMBC 

(University of Maryland, Baltimore County) will present “Education In A Pandemic.”  The 

lecture will be presented by way of Zoom.  We invite those that will be watching to participate 

by contributing their questions.  Zoom is an interactive platform.       

Dr. Freeman A. Hrabowski, President of UMBC (University of Maryland, Baltimore County) 

since 1992, is a consultant on science and math education to national agencies, universities, and 

school systems.  He was named by President Obama to chair the President’s Advisory 

Commission on Educational Excellence for African Americans.  He also chaired the National 

Academies’ committee that produced the report, Expanding Underrepresented Minority 

Participation: America’s Science and Technology Talent at the Crossroads (2011).  His 2013 

TED talk highlights the “Four Pillars of College Success in Science.” 

Named one of the 100 Most Influential People in the World by TIME (2012) and one of 

America’s Best Leaders by U.S. News & World Report (2008), he also received TIAA-CREF’s 

Theodore M. Hesburgh Award for Leadership Excellence (2011), the Carnegie Corporation’s 

Academic Leadership Award (2011), and the Heinz Award (2012) for contributions to improving 

the “Human Condition.”  More recently, he received the American Council on Education’s 

Lifetime Achievement Award (2018), the University of California, Berkeley’s Clark Kerr Award 

(2019), and the UCSF Medal from the University of California San Francisco (2020).  UMBC 

has been recognized as a model for inclusive excellence by such publications as U.S. News, 

which for more than 10 years has recognized UMBC as a national leader in academic innovation 

and undergraduate teaching.  Dr. Hrabowski’s most recent book, The Empowered University, 

written with two UMBC colleagues, examines how university communities support academic 

success by cultivating an empowering institutional culture. 

 If you would like to join us for what should be a fascinating evening, please e-mail me at 

jwbennett@barlib.org and I will forward the Zoom Link to you the week of the program.  If 

https://www.ted.com/talks/freeman_hrabowski_4_pillars_of_college_success_in_science
https://jhupbooks.press.jhu.edu/title/empowered-university
mailto:jwbennett@barlib.org


technology is not your cup of tea, do not let that stop you.  Zoom is incredibly easy to use and we 

will send you the very simple instructions to use Zoom should you need them.  Stay safe and we 

hope to see you with us on March 9.  

Time: 6:00 p.m., Tuesday, March 9, 2021.   

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Jacob Stein took part in the Bar Library Lecture Series on January 21, 2009 with a 

presentation on “Perjury, False Statements & Obstruction of Justice.”  Generous with his time, 

Mr. Stein was generous in other ways as well as indicated by the language in the preface to the 

third volume of Legal Spectator from which the following was taken.  Mr. Stein wrote "This 

book is not copyrighted.  Its contents may be reproduced without the express permission of, but 

with acknowledgement to, the author.  Take what you want and as much as you want."  The 

works featured in the Legal Spectator, originally appeared in the Washington Lawyer, the 

American Scholar, the Times Literary Supplement, the Wilson Quarterly, and the ABA Litigation 

Section's publication.  I want to thank Bar Library Board of Director Henry R. Lord for his time 

and efforts in reviewing the writings of Mr. Stein for inclusion in the Advance Sheet.     

    

   

 

   

    

 


