
 ADVANCE SHEET– SPECIAL ISSUE  

 

President’s Letter 

 
This is the fifth issue of the Bar Library’s new magazine, which continues on its course 

of publishing materials that are topical, but not too topical, and which has been well received. 

We also are continuing to stage Zoom events as part of our Lecture Series.  The third such event, 

a talk on Thomas Jefferson and John Marshall by Steven Klepper of the firm Kramon and 

Graham, is scheduled for June 25 at 6:00 p.m.  The gradual reopening of public facilities after 

the coronavirus crisis should permit us to stage and broadcast it from our own rooms, though 

without a live audience. 

 

The historical materials in this issue center on our founder, George William Brown.  

 

The first is a Law Club speech delivered in 1937 by R. E. L. Marshall, a distant relative 

of Brown.  It records Brown’s astonishing efforts to suppress violent disturbances of all kinds, 

from his organization of a militia to suppress the Bank of Maryland riots in 1835; his courageous 

work in resisting Know-Nothing rule as a poll-watcher in 1859 and as a Mayoral  candidate in 

1860; his escorting Union troops through a Confederate mob in April 1861; his nearly-successful 

effort to forestall the Civil War by blowing up the railroad bridges connecting Baltimore with the 

North later in 1861 and his parley with President Lincoln which led General Winfield Scott and 

others to urge mediation of the War; his subsequent resistance to Union military dictatorship 

leading to his imprisonment without trial for 15 months; his refusing offers of release requiring 

renunciation of the office to which he had been elected; and, in his old age, his candidacy for 

Mayor in 1888, the last act of resistance to the Gorman-Rasin machine which held power in 

Baltimore well into the twentieth century, fraud at the election leading to adoption of the secret 

ballot in Maryland. 

 

In our age of identity politics, it is also useful to be reminded of Brown’s efforts on 

behalf of manumission of slaves; his resistance to bills which would have reduced the rights of 

free blacks before the Civil War; his opposition to reactionary measures which would have 

limited the rights of blacks at the 1867 Constitutional Convention; his welcoming of Frederick 

Douglass to Baltimore and his action as a judge in admitting the first black lawyer to the 

Maryland Bar.  He was one of a much-misunderstood generation of Marylanders who were 

equally opposed to slavery, secession and civil war.  He did not need to promise to ‘bind up the 

nation’s wounds’; he would not have inflicted them.  For him, righteousness did not turn to self-

righteousness. 



 

The second article is an account of Brown’s activity as a founding trustee of Johns 

Hopkins University.  Two decades earlier, he had delivered an address expressing admiration for 

European research universities; he is at least as responsible as Daniel Coit Gilman for the 

creation of the first such institution in the United States.  He also was close not only to Johns 

Hopkins but to George Peabody and Enoch Pratt and was a draftsman of the instruments creating 

not only the Bar Library but the Peabody Institute and the Pratt Library as well. 

 

Our historians admire rhetorical politicians, particularly those whose lives are crowned 

with martyrdom, Lincoln, Wilson, and Kennedy being the three most notable examples. 

Gradualists and institution-builders like William Howard Taft and Charles Evans Hughes are less 

appreciated; Brown was of their sort. 

 

In connection with our re-opening, we will be soliciting advertising in the Advance 

Sheet.  The rate for advertisements of 1/6 page will be $200 for four issues or $1000 for twelve.  

Interested firms should call Mr. Bennett at 410 727-0280. 

 

George W. Liebmann 

 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 

 

 

 

Acquisition Highlights: Something for Everyone 

 Although the Bar Library is very much a practice centric library, i.e., it is primarily 

interested in providing a practitioner with what they need to prepare for their appearance in state 

and federal court (we have had people come to the Library for everything from an administrative 

hearing to an argument before the United States Supreme Court), we are also aware that many 

users of the Library have a keen interest in history, legal and otherwise.  So, even before the 

current pandemic when people have perhaps a little more free time on their hands, the Library 

had numerous collections including Horwitz, Joseph and Mitchell, dedicated to the purchase of 

histories, biographies and volumes on civil rights. 

 The following are examples of books that have been purchased just over the last few 

weeks.  Members of the Library, as well as the judiciary may borrow any book(s).  The loan 

period for the aforementioned special collections is thirty days.        

1) Shortlisted: Women In The Shadows by Renee Knake Jefferson and Hannah Brenner 

Johnson 

In 1981, Sandra Day O'Connor became the first female justice on the United States 

Supreme Court after centuries of male appointments, a watershed moment in the long struggle 

for gender equality. Yet few know about the remarkable women considered in the decades before 

her triumph.  

Shortlisted tells the overlooked stories of nine extraordinary women--a cohort large 

enough to seat the entire Supreme Court--who appeared on presidential lists dating back to the 

1930s. Florence Allen, the first female judge on the highest court in Ohio, was named repeatedly 



in those early years. Eight more followed, including Amalya Kearse, a federal appellate judge 

who was the first African American woman viewed as a potential Supreme Court nominee. 

Award-winning scholars Renee Knake Jefferson and Hannah Brenner Johnson cleverly weave 

together long-forgotten materials from presidential libraries and private archives to reveal the 

professional and personal lives of these accomplished women. 

 In addition to filling a notable historical gap, the book exposes the harms of 

shortlisting―it reveals how adding qualified female candidates to a list but passing over them 

ultimately creates the appearance of diversity while preserving the status quo. This phenomenon 

often occurs with any pursuit of professional advancement, whether the judge in the courtroom, 

the CEO in the corner office, or the coach on the playing field. Women, and especially female 

minorities, while as qualified as others on the shortlist (if not more so), find themselves far less 

likely to be chosen. With the stories of these nine exemplary women as a 

framework, Shortlisted offers all women a valuable set of strategies for upending the injustices 

that still endure. It is a must-read for those seeking positions of power as well as for the powerful 

who select them in the legal profession and beyond. 

Reviews: 

“With fresh research, the authors effectively humanize the women who never received the 

nominations they deserved.” - Kirkus Reviews 

“This fascinating book reconstructs a chapter of women’s history that has been hiding in plain 

sight: The numerous qualified women whose names were floated for the Supreme Court but who 

never got there.  Just as they were overlooked, so have their individual stories been – until now.” 

- Linda Greenhouse (New York Times contributing columnist) 

2) The Splendid and the Vile: A Saga of Churchill, Family, and Defiance During the Blitz 

Hardcover by Erik Larson  

On Winston Churchill’s first day as prime minister, Adolf Hitler invaded Holland and 

Belgium. Poland and Czechoslovakia had already fallen, and the Dunkirk evacuation was just 

two weeks away. For the next twelve months, Hitler would wage a relentless bombing campaign, 

killing 45,000 Britons. It was up to Churchill to hold his country together and persuade President 

Franklin Roosevelt that Britain was a worthy ally—and willing to fight to the end. 

In The Splendid and the Vile, Erik Larson shows, in cinematic detail, how Churchill 

taught the British people “the art of being fearless.” It is a story of political brinkmanship, but 

it’s also an intimate domestic drama, set against the backdrop of Churchill’s prime-ministerial 

country home, Chequers; his wartime retreat, Ditchley, where he and his entourage go when the 

moon is brightest and the bombing threat is highest; and of course 10 Downing Street in London. 

Drawing on diaries, original archival documents, and once-secret intelligence reports—some 

released only recently—Larson provides a new lens on London’s darkest year through the day-

to-day experience of Churchill and his family: his wife, Clementine; their youngest daughter, 

Mary, who chafes against her parents’ wartime protectiveness; their son, Randolph, and his 

https://www.amazon.com/Erik-Larson/e/B000AQ6KV2/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


beautiful, unhappy wife, Pamela; Pamela’s illicit lover, a dashing American emissary; and the 

advisers in Churchill’s “Secret Circle,” to whom he turns in the hardest moments. 

Reviews: 

“Through the remarkably skillful use of intimate diaries as well as public documents, some 

newly released, Larson has transformed the well-known record of 12 turbulent months, 

stretching from May of 1940 through May of 1941, into a book that is fresh, fast and deeply 

moving.” - Candice Millard, The New York Times Book Review 

“Spectacular . . . Larson, as America’s most compelling popular historian, is at his best in this 

fast-moving, immensely readable, and even warmhearted account of the battle to save Britain.” - 

The Christian Science Monitor 

3) The Club: Johnson, Boswell, and the Friends Who Shaped an Age by  Leo Damrosch    

In 1763, the painter Joshua Reynolds proposed to his friend Samuel Johnson that they 

invite a few friends to join them every Friday at the Turk’s Head Tavern in London to dine, 

drink, and talk until midnight. Eventually the group came to include among its members Edmund 

Burke, Adam Smith, Edward Gibbon, and James Boswell. It was known simply as “the Club.” 

In this captivating book, Leo Damrosch brings alive a brilliant, competitive, and eccentric 

cast of characters. With the friendship of the “odd couple” Samuel Johnson and James Boswell at 

the heart of his narrative, Damrosch conjures up the precarious, exciting, and often brutal world 

of late eighteenth-century Britain. This is the story of an extraordinary group of people whose 

ideas helped to shape their age, and our own. 

Reviews:  

“A magnificently entertaining book.” - Michael Dirda, Washington Post 

 

“Impeccable scholarship at the service of absolute lucidity. . . . Learned, penetrating, a pleasure 

to read. . . . [A] splendid book.” - Joseph Epstein, Wall Street Journal 

 

“Damrosch brilliantly brings together the members’ voices. . . . As this stellar book moves from 

one Club member to another, it comes together as an ambitious venture homing in on the nature 

of creative stimulus. . . . The best historians . . . invite readers to accompany them ‘behind the 

scenes.’ Damrosch does precisely that here, . . . [in] a book that sustains a shared conversation, a 

terrific feat in keeping with that of the Club itself.” - Lyndall Gordon, New York Times Book 

Review 

 

“Beginning in 1764, some of Britain’s future leading lights (including Samuel Johnson, Edmund 

Burke and Edward Gibbon) met every Friday night to talk and drink. Damrosch’s magnificent 

history revives the Club’s creative ferment.” - New York Times Book Review, Editors’ Choice 

 

“Engaging and illuminating . . . Damrosch is a crisp guide . . . He wears his learning lightly, and 

his sympathetic enjoyment is infectious. . . . In The Club, as the actors appear one by one, 

https://www.amazon.com/Leo-Damrosch/e/B001IO9R24/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


surrounding Johnson and Boswell on Damrosch’s stage, we are transported back to a world of 

conversations, arguments, ideas, and writings. And in this vibrantly realized milieu, words rarely 

fail.” - Jenny Uglow, New York Review of Books 

 

4) The Price of Peace: Money, Democracy, and the Life of John Maynard Keynes by 

Zachary D. Carter 

At the dawn of World War I, a young academic named John Maynard Keynes hastily 

folded his long legs into the sidecar of his brother-in-law’s motorcycle for an odd, frantic journey 

that would change the course of history. Swept away from his placid home at Cambridge 

University by the currents of the conflict, Keynes found himself thrust into the halls of European 

treasuries to arrange emergency loans and packed off to America to negotiate the terms of 

economic combat. The terror and anxiety unleashed by the war would transform him from a 

comfortable obscurity into the most influential and controversial intellectual of his day—a man 

whose ideas still retain the power to shock in our own time. 

Keynes was not only an economist but the preeminent anti-authoritarian thinker of the 

twentieth century, one who devoted his life to the belief that art and ideas could conquer war and 

deprivation. As a moral philosopher, political theorist, and statesman, Keynes led an 

extraordinary life that took him from intimate turn-of-the-century parties in London’s riotous 

Bloomsbury art scene to the fevered negotiations in Paris that shaped the Treaty of Versailles, 

from stock market crashes on two continents to diplomatic breakthroughs in the mountains of 

New Hampshire to wartime ballet openings at London’s extravagant Covent Garden.  

Along the way, Keynes reinvented Enlightenment liberalism to meet the harrowing crises 

of the twentieth century. In the United States, his ideas became the foundation of a burgeoning 

economics profession, but they also became a flash point in the broader political struggle of the 

Cold War, as Keynesian acolytes faced off against conservatives in an intellectual battle for the 

future of the country—and the world. Though many Keynesian ideas survived the struggle, much 

of the project to which he devoted his life was lost.  

In this riveting biography, veteran journalist Zachary D. Carter unearths the lost legacy of 

one of history’s most fascinating minds. The Price of Peace revives a forgotten set of ideas about 

democracy, money, and the good life with transformative implications for today’s debates over 

inequality and the power politics that shape the global order. 

Reviews: 

“A timely, lucid and compelling portrait of a man whose enduring relevance is always 

heightened when crisis strikes.” - The Wall Street Journal 

Editors’ Choice - New York Times Book Review - 11 New Books We Recommend This Week - 

May 28, 2020 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0525509038/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o01_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0525509038/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o01_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1


This outstanding intellectual biography situates the development of Keynes’s economic 

thought in relation to his social milieu, including his coming-of-age amid the bohemian 

experimentation of the Bloomsbury Group. “It’s rare for a 600-page economic history to move 

swiftly along currents of lucidity and wit, and this happens to be one of them,” our critic Jennifer 

Szalai writes. “Carter begins with a love story, and ends with an elegant explanation of a credit 

default swap; even readers without a background in high finance will learn how to appreciate the 

drama of both.” 

5) One Mighty and Irresistible Tide: The Epic Struggle Over American Immigration, 1924-

1965 by Jia Lynn Yang  

The idea of the United States as a nation of immigrants is at the core of the American 

narrative. But in 1924, Congress instituted a system of ethnic quotas so stringent that it choked 

off large-scale immigration for decades, sharply curtailing arrivals from southern and eastern 

Europe and outright banning those from nearly all of Asia. 

In a riveting narrative filled with a fascinating cast of characters, from the indefatigable 

congressman Emanuel Celler and senator Herbert Lehman to the bull-headed Nevada senator Pat 

McCarran, Jia Lynn Yang recounts how lawmakers, activists, and presidents from Truman 

through LBJ worked relentlessly to abolish the 1924 law. Through a world war, a refugee crisis 

after the Holocaust, and a McCarthyist fever, a coalition of lawmakers and activists descended 

from Jewish, Irish, and Japanese immigrants fought to establish a new principle of equality in the 

American immigration system. Their crowning achievement, the 1965 Immigration and 

Nationality Act, proved to be one of the most transformative laws in the country’s history, 

opening the door to nonwhite migration at levels never seen before―and changing America in 

ways that those who debated it could hardly have imagined. 

Framed movingly by her own family’s story of immigration to America, Yang’s One 

Mighty and Irresistible Tide is a deeply researched and illuminating work of history, one that 

shows how Americans have strived and struggled to live up to the ideal of a home for the 

"huddled masses," as promised in Emma Lazarus’s famous poem. 

Reviews: 

“Anyone who doesn’t understand that we are a nation of immigrants should be given a copy of 

Yang’s powerful and cogent look at immigrant strictures put in place in 1924 that were revoked 

by the 1965 Immigration and Nationality Act.” - Bethanne Patrick, Washington Post 

 

“A masterly study of political struggle.... Yang has written a captivating account, full of 

personality and drama―and significance.... worth reading to the last page.” - David M. 

Shribman, Boston Globe 

 

“While ‘we tend to describe immigrants’ stories as feats of will and strokes of destiny,’ Yang 

reminds us, ‘it is not destiny that brings a family here but politics.’ This is a message worth 

noting as we approach November.” - David Nasaw, New York Times Book Review 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Jia-Lynn-Yang/e/B0875XV1LL/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


“An effort to understand precisely what kind of nation of immigrants we are and how we arrived 

at this moment in our history.... Admirably thorough.” - Philip Terzian, Wall Street Journal 

6) Nobody's Child: A Tragedy, a Trial, and a History of the Insanity Defense by Susan 

Vinocour  

When a three-year-old child was found with a head wound and other injuries, it looked 

like an open-and-shut case of second-degree murder. Psychologist and attorney Susan Vinocour 

agreed to evaluate the defendant, the child's mentally ill and impoverished grandmother, to 

determine whether she was competent to stand trial. Even if she had caused the child's death, had 

she realized at the time that her actions were wrong or was she legally "insane"? 

What followed was anything but an open-and-shut case. Nobody's Child traces the legal 

definition of "insanity" back to its inception in Victorian Britain nearly two hundred years ago, 

from when our understanding of the human mind was in its infancy, to today, when questions of 

race, class, and ability so often determine who is legally "insane" and who is criminally guilty. 

Vinocour explains how "competency" and "insanity" are creatures of a legal system, not of 

psychiatric reality, and how, in criminal law, the insanity defense has to often been a luxury of 

the rich and white. 

Nobody's Child is a profoundly dignified portrait of injustice in America and a complex 

examination of the troubling intersection of mental health and the law. When prisons are now the 

largest institutions for the mentally ill, Vinocour demands that we reckon with our conceptions 

of "insanity" with clarity, empathy, and responsibility. 

Reviews: 

“As passionate as she is knowledgeable, Susan Vinocour brings humanity and dignity to telling 

the story of a woman whose voice we would otherwise never hear.  Nobody’s Child wraps a 

powerful narrative, a thought-provoking reflection on truth and evidence, and a wake-up call 

about the law’s misunderstandings of mental illness into one unforgettable book.” – Susan 

Cheever, author of Drinking in America 

 

“In this moving, well-researched account of the insanity defense … Vinocour does a fine job 

explaining the defense in layman’s terms.  Sterling prose helps make this a page-turner.” – 

Publishers Weekly (starred review) 

 

Also, just purchased and on the way: No Property In Man: Slavery and Antislavery at the 

Nation’s Founding by Sean Wilentz; After Appomattox: Military Occupation and the Ends of 

War by Gregory P. Downs; Keeping At It: The Quest for Sound Money and Good Government 

by Paul Volcker; Antonin Scalia and American Constitutionalism: The Historical Significance of 

a Judicial Icon by Edward A. Purcell, Jr.; Taxes in America: What Everyone Needs to Know by 

Leonard E. Bauman; and The Embattled Vote in America: From the Founding to the Present by 

Allan J. Lichtman.   

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Susan-Vinocour/e/B085GL4X21/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Susan-Vinocour/e/B085GL4X21/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 

 

 

Last Words Or Final Thoughts? 

 Which one do you think sounds less foreboding, last words or final thoughts?  I know all 

of you presently have enough to ponder without having to contemplate why Bennett went with 

such a horribly ominous title. 

The Principal at Archbishop Curley High School, where my son just finished four years 

(I would say he graduated but in today’s world, well…) likes to speak of these days as “our new 

reality.”  If this is reality, show me to the fiction aisle.  Perhaps it is not reality, but just our 

perception of it.  As for me, over the last few months things have looked a bit foggy.  It could be 

that whenever I put on a mask, and I have tried various “models” worn in various ways, my 

glasses almost immediately begin to fog up.    



I find myself of late saying to others “what a great time to be alive.”  Well, to myself I 

would just like to say "shut up".  When you think of what the people of past ages have had to 

endure, you realize, in spite of a pandemic and civil unrest, this is a great time to be alive. 

No one loves children more than I do.  They are simple and honest and until they are 

"carefully taught" by their parents, devoid of prejudice.  Yet, did you know that in 1900, the 

infant mortality rate was 165 per 1,000.  In 1997 it was 7 per 1,000.  Prior to the 1900s it was not 

so much about living well as it was about just living, making it to the next day.      

Now someone that I do not love is Bing Crosby.  Cannot even watch his movies, but 

when I could, there is a song in “White Christmas” that he sings with the lyric “When I am 

worried and cannot sleep, I count my blessings instead of sheep, and then I fall asleep counting 

my blessings.” 

It is time to count those blessings and to enjoy this day.  To sit in your yard and listen to a 

bird, watch a rabbit or a squirrel, play cards with your wife, or talk to your children.  Are these 

challenging times or times that have enabled us to concentrate on the simple things, the things 

that matter, and most importantly, the people that matter? 

To enjoy the day, however, is not to forget those that have been impacted, physically and 

economically.  We must do what is in our power to alleviate their plight and to remember that 

one day when the masks do eventually come off those people, or others like them will still be 

there, and it will still be our responsibility to help them. 

All of us at the Library hope to see you soon, but until then, be safe and stay well.     

                     Joe Bennett 


